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PREFACE 

I 

~ This report has been prepared in response to a brief issued by the 

1 Department of Housing, Urban and Regional Affairs and The Department 

I 

for the Environment, and the District Council of Robe for a Conservation 

Study on the town of Robe. 

The Study has two major aims:-

To identify the particular characteristics of Robe 

which make it a place of historic importance and 
geological, anthropological and scenic value. 

To prepare a conservation and development plan and 

recommendations for managing future change and development 

in a manner which will retain that historic, geological 

and anthropological significance and ensure that future 

deveiopment reinforces, rather than erodes, these qualities. 

In carrying out this Study we have been fortunate in that a great 

deal of advice and guidance has been offered to us during the preparation 

of this report. In particular, we would like to acknowledge the contribution 

of the Robe Conservation Study Steering Committee, members of the Robe 

community who participated at the public meetings, A.H. Barrowman, officers 

of various Gove:·nment departments, SAFCOL, and those individuals who 

offered us specialist advice in preparing the species list contained 

in the Appendices. 

URBAN & ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING GROUP 

47 Hackney Road, 

HACKNEY. S.A. 5069 

Telephone (08) 42 6191 

i 

OCTOBER, 1979 
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U.E.P.G. 
1. 00 SUMMARY ANP MAJOR RECOMMENDATIONS 

Th i s section summarises the major findings and recommendations of the Robe 
Conservation Study and identifies possible methods of implementing a future 
approach to development control in the town. 

Robe is rich in history and character. 
Part of its character is derived from the 
development that Robe underwent during the 
wool boom period of the mid-nineteenth century. 
It is important that these elements of the past 
are conserved for the future. 

There is an opportunity to diversify the 
present economic base by promoting further 
development of the tertiary sector of Robe's 
economy whilst ensuring that present economic 
activities are allowed to evolve and prosper. 

The Robe Conservation Study is not only concerned 
with conserving the historical fabric of the town. 
Equally important is the conservation of the unique 
natural environment for which Robe is renowned. 

The integrity of natural systems around Robe should 
be maintained and protected from degradation as a 
result of rural land use, encroachment by urban 
development or by recreational activities which 
could cause a deleterious environmental impact. 

Recreation activities that capitalise on the 
inherent diversity and potential of the Robe 
landscape should be encouraged. However, 
particuTar activities should acknowledge the 
carrying capacity and fragility of the natural 
systems that occur in and around the town. 

1 
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1.00 SUMMARY AND MAJOR RECOMMENDATIONS Continued 

The presence of poorly sited and designed 
structures, particularly on land forms which 
define the town, lowers the scenic amenity 
imparted by these natural forms, and should not 
be permitted in the future. 

An industrial area should be established in pt. 

Section 310, adjacent to the T-junction. This 
should be visually screened, well-landscaped 
and non-oo~luting. 

The built form of Robe is characterised by 
predominantly single storey structures, 
however there is a marked variation in 
architectural styles, materials used, and 
in the way buildings relate to their immediate 
environment, to the street and to each other. 

CoJT1Tlercial development has aldopted a laissez-faire 
approach to building design, without due acknowledgement 
being paid to items of historical significance, or image 
and scale relationships. 

Residential development in Robe is characterised · 
by various styles and standards of permanent and 
holiday house developments. In many cases houses 
fail to relate to their natural surroundings because 
of their prominent built form characteristics. Little 
attention has been given to marrying buildings into the 
landscape, by utilising naturally occuring ground 
slopes and careful selection of colours and materials. 

There are few instances where there is a sympathetic 
relationship between old and new development. This 
applies to the modification of old buildings and also 
to the erection of new buildings. 

Robe is not well-perceived as a town by the community. 

Action should be taken in the future to ensure that the 
legibility of the town is increased by reinforcing 

? 
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1. 00 SUI~MARY AND MAJOR REC0~1MENDATIONS Continued 

important elements of the town, as perceived 
by the community; and by fostering community 
awareness of Robe 1 S physical and historical 
significance to the region and the State. 

Views and landmarks contribute to the lasting 
impression of Robe and its landscape. Important 
views and landmarks should be preserved for this 
reason and to provide a set of stimulating visual 
experiences for the observer. 

The historically precedented vehicle movement 
spine along Main Road, Victoria Street and Mundy 
Terrace should be preserved and reinforced. 

U.E.P.G. 

The singular vehicular entry/exit into Robe is unique 
and must be retained. 

The system of rough tracks in important 
environmental areas outside the township 
should be rationalised so as to provide 
efficient public access to key areas with minimal 
deterioration of the environment. 

To promote Robe as an educational town and to 
heighten awareness of Robe 1 s significance to the 
State 1 s heritage, a historical walking trail 
should be established in the Old Township. 

The initial occupation of Robe involved clea~ing 
most of the indigenous vegetation. The effect of 
this practice can be offset in the future if key 
areas of vegetation in the town are preserved, a 
comprehensive street planting programme undertaken 
and landscaping becomes a component part of all new 
development. 

3 



1.00 ~ SUMMARY AND MAJOR RECOMMENDATIONS Continued 

Development Plans should be prepared for the 

following areas:-

The Esplanade 

The Sea Vue Caravan Park 

The land owned by the Coast Protection 

Board, previously known as Barrowman's 

Land. 

The channel, with the view to formulating 

proposals for increased and well-managed 
recreation activities in the area. 

U.E.P.G. 

The "Town Gate" at Victoria Street/Harold Street/ 

Regan Terrace intersection. 

Subject plans should be developed in the following areas -

Street planting programmes, 
Streetscape items - drainage, gutters, etc. 

Folk history. 

Undertake dune stabilisation programs where coastal 

areas are subject to erosion, in particular on West 

Beach, Long Beach and Guichen Bay coast . 

The present use of Lake Fellmongery for recreation use should 
be rationalised. Encourage compatible multi-usage 

of lake for all sections of the community. 

Examine the feasibility of listing the Beacon Hill 

area on the Register of State Heritage Ite~s, or 

alternatively, have the area declared a Conservation 
Park. 

4 
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1. 00 SU~1~1ARY J\ND r~AJOR RECOt~MENDATIONS Continued . 

IM PL EMENTATION 
Th e Robe Conservation Study is now complete. The task of implementing 

the policies and guidelines is now the responsibility of the Distrnct Council 
of Robe and the State Government. Three approaches to implementation 

are possible, each one reflecting different levels of detail and vigour. 

The Informal Approach 

Wi th t his approach Cou ncil uses the Policy Guideline Document as an 

advi sory document only. The problem with this procedure is that the 

doc ument has no basis in law, save to say that the Council has been 

consis tent in its decision making regarding planning and conservation 

and i s being seen to ma ke decisions in an equitable manner. 

Un der this approach Council would still reta i n its Interim Development 

Co ntro l powers supported by the Policy Guideline Document. In a planning 

appeal situation the Council could only use the document as evidence of its 

consi stent and equitable decisions . 

Supplementary Development Plan (S.D.P.) 

This approach would involve the production of an S.D . P. incorporating 

t he Policy Guideline Document. The procedure in undertaking the 

prepa rat ion of an S.D.P. is relatively simple, although the Policy 

Guidel i ne Document would probably have to be amended so that it 

conforms with the format required for an S.D.P. 

The advantage of this approach is that the Policy Guideline Document 

woul d be legal . The major disadvantage is the complicated procedure 

i nvolved in having the S.D.P. authorised and the fact that the Policies 

and Guidel i nes are not amenable to updating without the whole S.D . P. 
proc edure being instituted aga i n. 

Regulations 

Thi s i s the most complicated approach and would involve the preparation 

of Planning Regulations under the present Planning and Development 

Ac t. It is envisaged that the policies and guidelines would be appended 
to the regulation document. 

5 
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1.00 SU~1t,1ARY AND ~1AJOR REC0~1MEI':WATIONS Continued 

Regulations Continued 

Undoubtedly, this approach is the most robust as far as development control 
is concerned, however, it has some major drawbacks. First, the regulations 

would be relatively inflexible and not amenable to change. Second, the 

regulations would be costly to produce and would have to be ratified by 

the Crown Solicitor as to their legality. Third, if designed and implemented 

under the present Planning and Development Act, they ' would riot necessarily 

be compatible with any proposed new Act. 

Ultimately the decision as to which is the best approach depends upon the 

degree of control that the District Council wishes to exercise over develop

ment and conservation. Obviously, there is going to be a 11 Settling-in 11 

period as far as implementation of Policy Guideline Document is concerned, 

and the advisory document approach is going to be obligatory, at least for 

the time being. 

Given this situation, U.E.P.G. recommends that the best procedure is to 

adopt a 11 Wait and see 11 tactic. If after using the advisory document 

approach, Council finds that it is experiencing some difficulties in 

enforcing the policies and guidelines, then the next best approach may be 

a Supplementary Development Plan because of its simplicity and low preparation 

cost. The costly reglatory approach should only be adopted if the Council 

finds that it is consistently being taken to planning appeals and losing 
those appeals. 

6 



:ontro 1 

lations 

:he 

by 

Jl emented 

;a ri ly 

1 the 

level op-

nu 

I 

~ rned, 

! ,t for 

to 

I 

y be 

eparation 

unci 1 

i ng 

Introduction 



j 

I 

U.E.P.G 

2.00 INTRODUCTION 

The town of Robe is an important element of South Australia's heritage. 
The reasons for this are related to the fact that Robe was the first 

major regional port in the South East, serving a hinterland that extended 

as far as Bordertown and the Victorian border. 

Unfortunately for Robe, but a 'blessing' as far as the State's heritage 

i s concerned, Robe's boom period came to an abrupt halt in 1876 when a 

rail head was constructed at Kingston. Robe was no longer the dominant 

port, instead, wool was loaded onto railway trucks at the numerous rail 

hea ds between Bordertown, Naracoorte and Kingston and then shipped from 

Port Caroline. The outcome of the decision to construct a rail head at 

Ki ngston, which inciden~y was supported by the townspeople of Robe, was 

a l egacy of nineteenth century buildings, many of which are still evident 

i n Robe today. 

Little economic development occurred in Robe after the sudden demise of the 

port until the early 1960's. We are now beginning to see Robe's second 

boom period. Since 1960, there has been a marked increase in holiday house 

development in the town which is not in keeping with the historical 

character of Robe. This, coupled with a large influx of visitors during 

t he summer months has meant that the important historical fabric of the 

t own is in jeopardy. 

Bu t the problems are not only related to the historical character of Robe. 

Ju st as important is the natural environment .that embraces the town. Seldom 

do towns have a diversity of landscape characteristics in such close 

proximity. Usually they are destroyed by urban and rural development. The 

coastline, lakes, large areas of native vegetation and beautiful views 

around Robe are now under pressure from development and recreational use 

i n this second boom period. Consequently, it is imperative that not 

only the historical fabric of the town is conserved, but also the natural 

environment, which contributes equally to the character of Robe. 

What do we mean by Conservation? In its broadest context conservation 

means management of the resources of the environment, including all 

elements of the natural and the built environment, so as to achieve the 
highest sustainable quality of human life. 

How do we achieve Conservation? Conservation can be achieved in many ways. 

Perhaps the best way is to encourage people to become more aware of the 

significance of their natural and cultural heritage, as well as the 

7 
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2.00 INTRODUCTION Continued 

pressures that lead to the destruction of elements of that heritage. One of 
the objectives of this study is to foster community awareness of the signifi

cant local heritage in Robe. 

Legislation is another tool of conservation. Recently. the South Australian 

Heritage Act was enacted. The objectives of this legislation are concerned 

with the preservation and enhancement of the physical. cultural and social 

heritage of the State. Once an item is listed on the Register of State 

Heritage Items its conservation is ensured. 

Other legislation is more indirectly concerned with conservation, although 

just as important. The Planning and Development Act and the Coast Protection 

Act deal with specific concepts related to planning and the coast respectivel 

however. they tend to adopt a broad scale approach that can only lead to 

conservation via an indirect method. 

Voluntary agencies such as the National Trust have done a great deal to 

promote the causeof conservation in Australia. At present there are some 

twenty-four items at Robe listed on the National Trust register. However, 

there has been a tendency to list buildings which are unusual, or exhibit 

architectural merit, and neglect all of those other buildings and groups 

of buildings which are of minimal architectural merit and yet provide a 

sense of time. place and meaning in Robe. 

Another way to achieve conservation is the procedure that is being adopted 

in this study. This is based on a management approach. Essentially the 

approach involves formulating a set of policies and guidelines which 
will secure a more sympathetic relationship between new development 

and the historical and environmental character of Robe. 

This study has been divided into two parts. Part I is the Ba~eline Study. 

or data evaluation section of the report. and ~ontains all of the background 

information necessary to support the policies and guidelines contained 
in Part II; the development control document. 

The Baseline Study 

The Baseline Study is divided into a number of sections: The first section 

discusses the historical context and meaning of Robe, sets the theme, and 

8 
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2. 00 INTRODUCTION Continued 

descr ibes the circumstances by which development has occurred in Robe from 

the mid-nineteenth century until · the present. A detailed social and ·economic 

ana lys is of Robe is provided in the following section. This describes current 

soc ial and economic trends in the town and highlights areas where the town 

coul d prosper in the future. 

A descr iption and evaluation of those natural environmental elements that 

impart a distinctive character to Robe has been included as an important 

component in the overall study. The elements that are important are the 

natura l landforms which define the town ; the areas of native vegetation 
which are important wildlife habitats and visually pleasing; and the water 

resou rces which are prime recreation creas md something for which Robe is 

renowned. 

The bu i lt environment is discussed next. Th ~ s describes the settlement 

pattern, la nd use and ownership of properties, characteristics of the 

exist ing buil t form in Robe and the historical fabric of the town. 

The hi storical fabric is the amalgam of historical elements which 

contributes significantly to the character of Robe . Analysis of the 

his tor ical fabric yields a simple, unifying arch i tectural theme 

throughout the town, as characterised by a similarity in floor plans, 

massing, roof forms, fenestration and materials. It also demonstrates 

a need for guidelines to ensure that new construction is compatible with 
the old. In many cases, alterations and additions to old buildings are 

unsym pathetic to the nature of the original building, and new buildings 

have f ailed to express sensitivity to the historical cha racter of streets 

an d important groups of buildings. 

Ano ther important objeotive of the study was to incorporate community 

goal s and aspiration~ into the planning process. Two public meetings 

wer e held in Robe and numerous interviews conducted with interest groups. 

These yielded important items of information relevant to the study and 

ena bled the consultant to formulate policies and concentrate on issues 
whi ch were significant to the people of Robe. 

Th e final section in the Baseline Study is a synthesis of all natural, 

cul tural and perceptual elements which impart a distinc t ive cha racter 

9 
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2.00 INTRODUCTION Continued 

to the town and its environs, and should be conserved. The combination 

of all of these elements is known as the Townscape. The Townscape of Robe 
is described in terms of all of those criteria which contribute to the town 1 

environmental setting; the cultural elements which represent man 1
S occupat io 

of the town over time; and the perceptual elements which give Robe a sense 

of identity and meaning. 

The Policy Guideline Document 
The primary purpose of the Policy Guideline Document is to present policies, 

recommendations and design guidelines which will secure the coordinated and 

sympathetic development of Robe, given its unique historical, physical and 

biological characteristics. It is envisaged that the policies and guidelines 
will be implemented by The District Council of Robe. The material contained 

in the Policy Guideline Document provides the ground rules fo r conservation 

and development and is supported by the data contained in the Baseline Study. 

To start with, the objectives and policies adopt a broad scale approach 

and articulate the views of the State Government regarding planning and 

development in general. These are given further dimension with a set 

of Robe-specific objectives and policies which provides the framework 

within which conservation and development can occur in Robe. Nine basic 
objectives have been established, these are related to:-

TOWN SETTING 
TOWN CHARACTER 

SCENIC AMENITY 

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION 

URBAN CONSERVATION 

URBAN DEVELOPMENT 

RECREATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

Each objective is reinforced by a series of policies which, when adopted 

will achieve the principles contained in the objective. 

To make the task of implementing the policies easier, Robe has been 

divided into Policy Areas. Each Policy Area is described in terms 

10 
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2.00 INTRODUCTION Continued 

of wha t its character should be like in the future and a series of 

gui delines have been produced which, if adopted, will promote the 

ach ievement of that desired future character. 

The who le system works like a filter or sieve. An application for 

develo pment is vetted by Council at each level of the filter. First, 

Cou nci l assesses the application in terms of the way it meets the State 

obj ectives, then the Robe-specific objectives and finally, at the Policy 

Area level. 

A l arge amount of flexibility is contained in the procedure and any development 

appl ication of merit is encouraged. However, the onus will be upon the 
app lica nt to show that he has satisfied the objectives and policies contained 

in the Policy Guideline Document, as a considerable amount of effort has 

been put into the collection and evaluation of data that preceded the 

deri vation of policies and guidelines. 

However, this system v:ill not work as truly intended unless there 

is a substantial re-awakening of the community and the development of 

an appreciation of the special physical and cultural assets of Robe. If 

Ro be is to be appreciated by persons other than architectural historians, 

the intertwined relationships between physical, historical, economic, social 

an d cultural elements must be acknowledged by the community so that the 

integrity of the town and its environs is maintained and enhanced for 

fu ture generations. 

11 
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3.00 HISTORICAL CONTEXT AND MEANING OF ROBE 

3. 01 PREAMBLE 

Robe was founded by the South Austral ian Government in 1846. It has therefore 

had- a long term history as an established town. The Province of South Australia ' 
itself had been first settled only ten years earlier. 

Age alone could make Robe worthy of preservation, but Robe is more than 

simply an old town. It was the first town of any significance to be 

es tabl ished in the south eastern portion of the colony. (See Figure 1). 

Greytown on Rivoli Bay had been surveyed a few months earlier and was the 

si te of a small settlement, but Robe, as the first centre of administration, 

wa s the focus of public and commercial life in the region. 

lB52 • Border town 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

1861 

Po rt Caroline 
1858 

e YEAR TOWN SURVEYED 

• YEAR PORT PROCLAIMED 

1 
Sequence of urban 
settlement in the 
South-east 

0 

ROBE 

1859 eNaracoorte 
I 

I 
I 
I . 

1858 • Peno~ a . 
I . 
I . 
I . 
I 

I854eGamb1er town 

I . 
Port I 
HdcOonne 11 

~;...----... 

VICTORIA 

Conservation Sttrly . ..0 UEPG 

Robe was the major service centre of the South East for the 

first twenty years of its existence . Most of the wool produced in the 

district left through its harbour and most imports entered at this point 

12 



U.E.P.G. 

3.00 HISTORICAL CONTEXT AND MEANING OF ROBE 

3.01 PREAMBLE Continued 
It was the first and only port in the South East for 13 years. During 

this period Robe became an international port; at a time when most other 

ports in South Australia exported through Port Adelaide, Robe was trading 

directly with London. 

The port declined rapidly after the 1860's. Fortunately the rapidity of 

this decline has ensured that a large portion of the old town has been 

pres~rved. In terms of the number of historically important buildings 

recognised by the National Trust, Robe ranks in the top 10% of towns in 

South Australia. Had the town continued to thrive it is possible that 

re-development would have destroyed or obscured the remains of its early 

history. 

It is also fortunate and probably unique that the Old Town has preserved 

its integrity to a large extent . In addition to individual buildings, the 
spatial and visual relationships of the town are still present. 

As a necessary prelude to formulating developmental guidelines we have 

outlined some of the economic, political and social forces which created 
and altered the town's form through its history. It is not intended 

that this should provide a complete detailed historical background of 

Robe. Such detail is readily available elsewhere,as the bibliography to 

th i s report indicates. A history of Robe is neither within the resources 

or relevant to the purpose of this study . However this brief historical 

sketch is essential to a full appreciation of the character and significance 

of the town as an entity and of individual buildings and elements within it. 

3.02 ABORIGINALS IN THE SOUTH EAST 

A. PRIOR TO WHIT t SETTLEMENT 

Until 1840 Aboriginals in the South-East of South Australia lived in an 

undisturbed tribal situation. The region was divided into tribal areas 
which had clearly defined boundaries. (See Figure 2). 

13 



1g 

ther 
1di ng 

' of 

gs 
in 
t 

rly 

'ed 
, the 

:ed 

to 
ces 

i ca nee 
in it. 

3.00 HISTORICAL CONTEXT AND MEANING OF ROBE 

3.02 ABORIGINALS IN THE SOUTH EAST Continued 

2 
Distribution of 
Aboriginal Tribes 

ROBE 
\ 

\ 

1-on.. . . . ........ ,,,,, 

Conservation Stooy <::r UEPG 

B. ABORIGINAL AND EUROPEAN CONTACT AFTER 1840 

U .E. P .G. 

Throughout the South East generally, relationships between the first 

white settlers and the Aboriginals were mixed; there were outstanding 
i ncidents of violence on both sides, but there were also attempts to co
exist in a reasonably peaceful manner. (CAMPBELL 1939). 

The pastoralists were extremely isolated and the Aboriginals attacked 
their flocks of sheep and herds of cattle. Settlers felt this isolation 
and believed that they were in danger for their lives. (TOLMER 1882: 12-14) 

14 
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3.00 HISTORICAL CONTEXT AND MEANING OF ROBE 

3.02 ABORIGINALS IN THE SOUTH EAST Continued 

The conditions in the immediate area around Robe were similar to those in 

the rest of the region. Captain Butler in his first months of office at 

the end of 1846, was largely occupied with Aboriginal affairs and was 

clearly concerned with rendering justice impartially to both settlers and 

Aboriginals. (S.A.A. 1847: A220) 

At this time there were probably 200 - 300 Aboriginals in the vicinity. 

In 1860, i t was suggested that the population had decreased by two 

thirds since the town's foundation. This decline was attributed 

to contact with alcohol and general demoralisation but it also seems that 

the population was decimated by pneumonia and tuberculosis. (CAMPBELL 1939, 

COTTON 1966) . 

By 1~5 the Buandi k had virtually died out. There were one or two 

individuals in the district and the last remaining member of the tribe 

died in 1908. (BARROWMAN 1974: 208) 

3. 03 EXPLORAT ION AND SETTLEMENT OF THE SOUTH EAST 1800-1884 

A. EXPLORAT ION 

The fi r st white men to exami ne the South-East coast of South Australia in 

any detail , and to record sighting Guichen Bay, were the French explorers 
/ on board the Corvette'Le Geographe' and the party led by Matthew 

Flinders in 1802. 

However, thirty seven years were to elapse before any detailed knowledge 

of what lay behind the coastline was available. During this period, that 

is until 1839 , t he South East was visited only by sealers and whalers. 
(WOAKWINE REPORT 1977: 26) 
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HISTORICAL CONTEXT AND MEANING OF ROBE 

3.03 EXPLORATION AND SETTLEMENT OF THE SOUTH EAST 1800-1846 Continued 

In 1839 Charles .Bonney set out on the first recorded overland journey through 
the South East. (See Figure 3). 

3 

3 

AND 

HAWDON AND BONNEY 
INIB38--··· .... - i 

I 

Bonney's journey 
through the South -east 

)t •u rcr : W1l l1,11u \ ( l~tl'l) 

The South Australian leg of his journey from N.S.W. to Adelaide began 
on March 18th, 1839, atHenty'1 sStation on the Glenelg River. (WILLIAMS 

191 9: 48). Bonney and ten drovers struck west with 300 cattle and then 

tur ned south-west passing through the area around Guichen Bay near 
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3.00 HISTORICAL CONTEXT AND MEANING OF ROBE 

3.03 EXPLORATION AND SETTLEMENT OF THE SOUTH EAST 1800-1846 Continued 

Lake Hawdon and then on to Adelaide. 

This journey was significant in that it provided an access route for settlers 

into the South East, but it also provided information about an unknown regi on. 

In 1844, Governor Grey led an ~xpeditio n to investigate the South East. 
(Figure 4) . 140• 141· 
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3. 00 HISTORICAL CONTEXT AND MEANING OF ROBE 

3. 03 EXPLORATION AND SETTLEMENT OF THE SOUTH EAST 1800-1846 Con}inued 

The party left Adelaide on April lOth of that year and spent about a 

mon th working out of a base camp at Rivoli Bay. On their return journey 

to Adelaide, Guichen Bay was visited but was not investigated in detail. 

(IB ID: 73,74). 

Grey's report was favourable; areas of good grazing land had been located 

whi ch had potentially good anchorages. The pace of exploration quickened. 

The following year Captain Underwood, acting on the Governor's suggestion, 

surveyed the coast and took soundings in Ri~oli Bay. (CARTHEW 1974: 23). 

In Jan uary, 1846 , Lieutenant Governor Robe accompanied Captain Lipson on 

boa rd the 'Lapwing' to survey the site for the South Eastern Port - Greytown 

on Rivoli Bay and Robetown on Guichen Bay were surveyed by this party . 

B. DYNAMICS OF SETTLEMENT: 1839 -46 

Wh i lst Charles Bonney was passing through the South East other individuals 

we re entering the region, not with the intention of moving on, but in order 

to find new grazing areas upon which to settle. In the year of Bonney's 

journey, Stephen Henty , moved by the pressure of settlement in western 

Vi ctoria (then New South Wales), explored the region around Mount Gambier 

look ing for room to expand his holdings. He was so impressed with the area 

that he subsequently established cattle runs in 1841. (TALBOT 1921:111). 

Pastoral settlement in the South East is usually dated from this year. 

However, it is clear that a few indiviquals were coming into the region 

pr ior to this. (BERMINGHAM 1968). The period 1840- 1843 saw the arrival 

of increasing numbers of settlers. Most, like Henty, moved beyond the 

rap idly expanding western district in order to increase their_holdings. 

Many had arrived in Port Philip , or Portland and found that the best 

la nd had been taken . (DUNN 1969 11 - 15). 

The Adelaide Press publicised the South East and the fact that many people 

were settling in the region. In 1842- 43 a number of articles appeared in 

the 11 South Australian 11
, and the issue of August 2nd, 1842, announced that 

11 a splendid tract of country 11 had recently been o~ened in the South East . 
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3.00 HISTORICAL CONTEXT AND MEANING OF ROBE 3.00 ___., 

3.03 EXPLORATION AND SETTLEMENT OF THE SOUTH EAST 1800~846 Continued 3.04 __., 

The report of Governor Grey 1 s expedition of 1844 confirmed the rumours 
of good land in the South East and dispelled any doubt that may have A. 

been held as to its suitability for settlement. This information generated 

something of a minor land rush from Adelaide and the report of Captain The 

Underwood 1 s voyage in the following year generated further enthusiasm for the 
settlement in the South East. (CARTHEVJ 1974: 23). tra~ 

The pace of settlement was such that by the mid 1840 1 s the best land in the 

border regions and the coastal strip had been taken. Many whG followed in 

the wake of Grey and Captain Underwood were forced to seek land well beyond 

Guichen Bay and in the area beyond Lacepede Bay. (DUNN 1969: 16). 

In 1846, the counties of Grey and Robe were proclaimed. The land was open to 

claim under pastoral licence. Most of the first applicants -and there was 
a floodof these- appear to have been legalising claims which they had 
already settled. 

In respect to this flood of settlement the Government decided to establish 

a town on the south -east coast. There was, by 1845 some settlement around 
Rivoli Bay. (CARTHEW 1974: 26). 

When Governor Robe journeyed to the South East in 1846 he believed that his 

task was solely to locate a port at Rivoli Bay. This he saw as fulfilling 

the desire of Governor Grey to locate a port for the local se~tlers in order 
that they could avoid the arduous journey to Portland to ship their wool. 

It was also the Governor 1 s intention to locate a centre of communications 

at Rivoli Bay. (S.A.G.G. MARCH 19, 1846: 108-9). 

Fortunately Robe and Lips@1 realised that not only was the harbour at 

Guichen Bay superior to that at Rivoli Bay but also was more centrally 

located to the Tatiara and to the western portion of the South East. (IBID). 

1ad Governor Robe and Captain Lipso~ not seen the advantages of Robe it is 
likely that Rivoli Bay would have become the site of the official port for 
the south-eastern region of the colony. 
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3.00 HISTORICAL CONTEXT AND MEANING OF ROBE 

3. 04 THE GROWTH OF ROBE TOWN 

A. CENTRE OF ADMINISTRATION 

The su bsequent development of Robe in the 19th Century was largely shaped by 

the growth of the pastoralindustry, and the expansion of the port 1 s wool 

t rade. However initial impetus to its growth stemmed from the Government 

decisi on to locate administration for the region at the new settlement. 

In October of 1846, eight months after the town had been surveyed, Captain 

Geral d Villiers Butler took up his duties in Robe as the Government Resident. 
The t erritory under his control comprised the two newly proclaimed counties 
of Robe and Grey; an area of approximately 2,300 square miles. 

(BERM INGHAM 1968: 83). 

The position of Government Resident was unique in that it included a wide 

range of administrative functions. Captain Butler was magistrate for 
the dis trict. He was charged to seeing to the welfare of both settlers 

and aboriginals. The Government Resident had also to co-ordinate the 

servi ces of the other resident Public Servants: three Police, the Government 
Doctor, and the Government Clerk. It was also his duty to supervise 

build ing and subsequent development of the settlement. (IBID). 

A proclamation on February 13th, 1847, declared Robe a port, and thus 
guaranteed its future. The official declaration of a port meaDt that cargo 

shipped out would be covered by insurance - underwriters would not cover 
cargoes if they had not been despatched from an official port. 

B. ROBE 1 S GROWTH AS A WOOL PORT 

Woo l began to arrive at Robe for shipment within a few months of the town 1 s 

beg i nning. By the 1850 1 s the quantity of wool passing through Robe was such that 

the town ranked as one of the major wool ports on the South Australian 
coast. The prominent position in the colony 1 s wool industry was maintained 

fo r the next 15 years, during which most of the wool produced on south-
eastern sheep runs left its harbour. 

Al though Robe 1 sinitial development stemmed from the-Government decision to 

locate a port for the South East at Guichen Bay, much of the credit for the 
commercial development which laid the basis for Robe 1 S prosperity is due to 
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3.00 HISTORICAL CONTEXT AND MEANING OF ROBE 

3.04 THE GROWTH OF ROBE TOWN Continued 

the efforts of George Ormerod - pioneer grazier and shipping agent. 

In the early 185o•s he moved to Robe where he founded George 
Ormerod and Co. (COCKBURN 1925: 20). During Robe•s boom period 
as a port , approximately from 1854 to 1869, all the export trade 
and most of the imports passed through this firm•s hands. 

By 1856, Robe was the second major colonial wool out-port and by the 
end of the decade was the major regional port in terms of the value, 
if not the volume, of wool shipped overseas. (?ee F~~~. 

In the 186o•s Robe, both in terms of value and volume of wool exported, 
ran ked amongst the top three out-ports in South Australia. The figures for 
1864 for example show that of the ten wool outlets on the South Australian 
coast only four carried significant trade - Port Robe; Port Augusta; 
Port Wakefield; Port MacDonnell. (See Figure 5B and 6C). Robe continued 
to hold this position until 1868, when it was eclipsed by Port MacDonnell 
and part of its trade was diverted to Port Caroline. (Kingston). 

Ro be•s trade was drawn from a large hinterland which extended for about 
100 miles inland. An idea of an extent of this region can be gain~d from 
Fi gure 7, which was prepared from G.W. Goyder•s valuation of sheep runs 
made in 1864. (S.A.P.P. 1865:86, 1866: 126). 

In addition to wool, the district immediately around Robe was producing 

large numbers of horses for the export trade. By-products of the 
pa storal industry such as tallow and skins were also exported. However, 
by far the largest source of wealth to the town was derived from servicing 
the pastoral industry; through the handling of wool exports; ~y providing 
goods and services to the people who came in to the town every year with 
t he wool wagons; and by supply commodities to the outlying stations. 

Customs duties being collected at Robe amounted to four thousand pounds 
per season, in 1861. It was estimated that about 1,000 wagons returned 
t o the stations with supplies - for both domestic consumption and pastoral 
improvements. Robe•s import trade consisted almo~t solely of goods of 
t his type. 
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A fall in the import trade was the first in a series of financial blows 

to hit the town throughout the decade of the 1860's. and which were to ruin 
it in the next. The uncertainty that pastoralists felt over renewal 
of their leases caused trade to fall off. This was followed by poor 

seasons and a fall in wool prices. Ultimately, however, the most severe 
blow to Robe's prosperity was the competition from the new ports in 
the South East and the rapidly improving communications, including the 

establishment of railways, in the district. (See __ _E"j_lli1r~ _ _2). 
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3. 00 HISTORICAL CONTEXT AND MEANING OF ROBE 

3. 04 THE GROWTH OF ROBE TOWN Continued 

In 1856 - 7 the rapidly growing port of Robe was subjected to an influx of 

Chi nese immigrants on their way to the Victorian goldfields. Within the 

nex t few years just over 16,000 Chinese had passed through the port. 

(CAWTHORNE 1974). For the town this provided a welcome injection of funds 

and r esulted in the construction of the Military Barracks (later the 

Po li ce Barracks). It is estimated that in total the Chinese contributed 

in the order of sixteen thousand pounds to the local economy. (IBID). 

Thi s was in the form of fees paid to local people to ferry them ashore from 

sh ips; general business in the town; and fees paid to be guided to the 

gol df ields. 

Robe was the closest point to the Victorian goldfields outside Victoria 

at which the Chinese could land; they could disembark in Victoria but 

were s~bject to a ten pound per head tax (an amount equal to their fare 

from Chine). The tax had been imposed under the Victorian Act No. 39 of 

1855 , which was designed to discourage immigration in response to the anti

Ch inese feelings on the goldfields. 

The same fears were expressed in South Australia during the influx of Chinese 

at Robe and the Administration, because of the pressure of public opinion and 

pressure exerted by the Victorian Government, restricted Chinese immigration 

at t he end of 1857. (RENDELL 1953). 

There are now few visible reminders of the Chinese presence in Robe. The 

concern of the citizens of Robe in 1857 caused the administration to send a 

small detachment of troops to afford the residents protection. These troops 

were housed in the barracks which, after the withdrawal of the force in 
1858, were made over to Poli~e use. (RENDELL 1953). The Chinese themselves 

constructed some wells in the district along the route of thei~r journey 
to Victoria, but apart from these few relics, the Chinese have left no t r ace. 
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3.00 HISTORICAL CONTEXT AND MEANING OF ROBE 

3.05 ROBE 1 S DECLINE: THE GROWTH OF TRANSPORT FACILITIES IN 
THE SOUTH EAST. 

Robe came into existence as a service centre for the South East. However, 
as settlement in the region became more intense, population increased, more 
towns were founded, and transport networks improved. These eroded 
Robe•s hinterland by providing more convenient and cheaper outlets for 
both pastoralists and the growing numbers of farmers. 

By the mid 186o•s, the Government was investigating the possibility 
of selecting more areas in the region for agricultural purposes. The 
trend towards closer settlement was to intensify throughout the decade. 
This was to have damaging consequences on the commerce of Robe. Pastoralists 
in the South East were uneasy because their 14 year leases taken out in 
1850 - 1951 were about to expire in 1865. Their fears caused considerable 
disruption to the wool trade. The possibilities of closer settlement 
placed extra pressure on the Government to improve the roads and port 
facilities, and ultimately to establish railways which cut into Robe•s trade. 

From the late 1850 1 s the people of the South East, in particular those 
areas of population concentration around Mount Gambier and Penola, felt 
isolated from and neglected by Adelaide. The Administration in Adelaide 
was spurred to action by the fear that this rich district, an area with 
assured annual rainfall and possibly great potential for agriculture, would 
secede from the colony. (DUNN 1969: 50). Extensive public works wer~ planned . 
Proposals were put forward for roads to link Penola and Mount Gambier with 
Port MacDonnell and Robe. Surveys were made of ports at Lacepede, Rivoli 
and MacDonnell Bays. 

The debate over the locat ion of the railways in the South East is too 
complex an issue to be discussed at length here. In very simple terms it 
revolved around the possibility of locating the rail terminus of the first 
rail line in the district either at Port MacDonnell in the south or Port 
Caroline in the north. 
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3.00 HISTORICAL CONTEXT AND MEANING OF ROBE 

3.05 ROBE'S DECLINE: THE GROvJTH OF TRANSPORT FACILITIES IN 

THE SOUTH EAST Continued 

U.E.P.G. 

The regi on was split in~o two factions. The Cooke Brothers, entrepreneurs 
from Ki ngston, proposed and agitated strongly for a rail link from Lacepede 

Bay to Naracoorte and the Victorian border. Such a line would open the 
Tatia ra and the border region and would hopefully give access to the Wimmera 

in Vic t oria. 

The al t ernative view was that the railway should be located at MacDonnell Bay 

and be connected with Mount Gambier and Penola. This was supported by the town's 

peopl e in those areas who believed that as they paid the majority of taxes 
in the South East they should gain the benefit of the railway-line. 

Robe had a 1 so been proposed as a pass i b 1 e rail way terminus but the ide a 

was not totally backed by the town's people. The weight of George Ormerod's 

opini on was thrown against the proposal. (BERMINGHAM 1963 : 134). Publicly 

Ormerod was opposed to railways in principle however it should be kept 

in mi nd that Ormerod was a pastoralis' in his own right, and to pastoralists 

the ra ilways spelt closer settlement. It is also very likely that Ormerod 

saw the possibilities of increased competition for the available wool trade 

in Ro be 's hinterland with the advent of a railway line. Opinion in Robe 

tended to support the proposed line to Port MacDonnell in the south rather 

than that to Kingston. Robe's chances of surviving as a pastoral port were 

better if the northern line did not proceed because this would obviously 

cut more deeply into Robe's hinterland and open its major trading area to 

closer settlement. (See Figures 7 and 9). 

The issue of settlement was pressing for the Government, and the Kingston 

rai lway was finally decided upon because it serviced the greatest possible 

area and the Government wanted to open the northern South East to agriculture. 

Even before the railway was operational (1876) its effects started to 

damage Robe. The centre of business moved away from Robe . As 

soon as the Railway Bills were tabled in Parliament several banks and 

woo l brokerage firns, both South Australian and from inter state opened 

in Ki ngston. First-class shipping to Kingston followed and 1878 Grice and Co., 
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3. 00 HISTORICAL CONTEXT AND MEANING OF ROBE 

3. 05 ROBE 1 S DECLINE: THE GROWTH OF TRANSPORT FACILITIES IN 

THE SOUTH EAST Continued 

U.E.P.G. 

who had taken over from Ormerod and Co. in 1872, opened up operations from 

Port Caroline. The northern rail-link began to undermine business confidence 

in Robe 1 sfuture, and from about 1872 pastoralists around Naracoorte began 

to divert their trade to Port Caroline. (IBID). It may be that George 

Ormerod 1
S death in this year also contributed to Robe 1 s decline. 

Robe lingered on as a wool port but was never to regain its prosperity. In 

1878, 16,000 pounds worth of wool were exported -a massive decline from the 

127,000 pounds worth exported ten years previously (S.A.S.R. 1972- 1882). 

Port MacDonnell also suffered a decline in the last quarter of the Nineteenth 

Centu ry, but at a much slower rate than Robe. Most of Robe 1 s business had 

go ne to Kingston which continued to ship wool until after World War I when 

it became cheaper to use road or rail transport. (DUNN 1969). 

3. 06 THE PROBLEMS OF AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT 

The move to closer settlement in the South East was not a complete success 

because of inadequate natural drainage and poor soils. While the political 

effect of the desire for closer settlement had contributed to Robe 1 s decline, 

cl oser settlement itself did not provide Robe with an opportunity to develop 

as a service centre for mi xed farming or intensive agriculture. 

These problems had made closer settlement in the border regions of the 

South East only partially successful - in coastal regions around Robe and 

Ki ngston they made it almost completely impractical. The coastal strip 

was an area liable to constant flooding. In addition the region was subject 

to the so-called 1 Coast disease 1
• 

These twin problems meant that the district could only be proguctive if 
held in large pastoral tracts. 

Consequently Robe , after the demise of coastal shipping, was in a region 
which could not support a large population, and furthermore was isolated by 

very poor roads ; roads which were not economical for the Government to 
upgrade. 
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3.00 . HISTORICAL CONTEXT AND MEANING OF ROBE 

3.06 THE PROBLEMS OF AGRICULTURAL DEVELOPMENT Continued 

Coast disease had plagued pastoralists in the South East from the beginning 
of settlement. In the late 1930 1 s at the C.S.I.R. Research Station at 
Belle Vue near Robe it was found to be the result of copper - cobalt 

deficiency in the soil. It had taken 90 years to discover this during 
which various attempts had been made to explain the problem and to cope with 

its effects on a practical lev~l. (WILLIAMS 1974: 276). 

Little was achieved until after the 192o•s. The final break-through was 
made at Belle Vue in 1938. At the C.S.I.R. field station it was found that 
•coasty• pastures would respond to the application of copper. Experiments 
were continued to .the 195o•s in direct application of the deficient elements, 

cobalt and copper, to sheep. (WILLIAMS 1974: 321; BERMINGHAM 1963: 263). 

These discoveries were of great economic importance to the South East. 

They were also of considerable international importance. For this reason 
the historical significance of the buildings comprising the research station 
(Dingley Dell and Bellevue) is an important aspect of Robe•s heritage. 

The inadequate natural drainage of the South East acted in a similar way 
to coast disease to prevent more intensive farming. Just as stock had to be 
rotated to avoid the disease,they had to be moved from place to place 
to avoid seasonal flooding. 

The area of most relevance to Robe - the western central flats of the South 

East - were not subject to intensive drainage activity until the twentieth 
century. In 1911, a plan was implemented under which the Government and 
landowners each paid half the drainage costs. Drains built under this plan, 
known as Scheme drains, were to be main outlet drains to which landholders 

would construct local feeder drains. The main drain which had its outlet 
in Robe was created under t~ is Scheme. 

The Second World War provided incentive to both State and Commonwealth 
Governments, to proceed with drainage in the hope that soldier settlers 

~auld be located in the South East. Federal funds were made available 
to the State under the Commonwealth War Service and Land Settlement Act 

and by 1970, the programme of drainage was completed. 
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3.00 HISTORICAL CONTEXT AND MEANING OF ROBE 

3. 07 THE GROW~H OF FISHING AND TOURISM IN ROBE 

By the end of World War II, Robe was in a position to develop. The 
poss ibility of closer settlement made i.t economically feasible for the 
improvement of and upgrading of roads in the South East. This, coupled 

wi th the increasing use of motor vehicles, reduced Robe 1 s isolation and 
made it possible for commercial fishing and tourism to become established. 

A. ROBE AS A FISHING PORT 
No large scale commercial fishing took place in Robe prior to World War II . 

There are some scattered references to fishing boats operating in the 
ha rbour about the turn of the century and it is clear that at Kingston, 30 
mi les away some fishing took place around 1908. (MOON 1901; DUNN 1969). 

By the late 1930 1 S, commercial fishing was still of a very limited scale due 

to Robe 1 s isolation from markets. 

The Rock Lobster industry developed after the late 1950 1 s in response to the 
increasing export demand from America. More fishermen joined the co-operative 

and by 1964 SAFCOL had almost 100% membership amongst fisherman operating 

from Robe. (SAFCOL NEWS 1966). 

Wh ile the fishing industry has brough t considerable business and revenue to 
the town it is not likely that this will continue in the face of declining 

l obster catches unless alternatives are found. 

B. THE GROWTH OF TOURISM IN ROBE 
Like fishing, tourism on a large scale is a post war development in Robe. 
The town has a long history as a holiday resort dating back to the 1860 1 s 
bu t this was not tourism in the modern sense. Robe was a summer retreat 

for a limited number of well-to-do people f r om the South East and Adelaide. 
I t was not until Robe 1 s isolation was broken after 1945 that the large 
influx of summer visitors began. 

In the 1860 1 S Robe was visited by the Governor, Sir James Fergusson with his 

family and retinue for summer holidays. (BERMINGHAM 1963). Grazing families 
from the South East had summer residences there and later in the century 

prominent families from Adelaide such as the Duttons brought their yachts 
to Robe. There are many written references to Robe 1

S importance as a 
holiday resort, but there are few factual details.(WARD 1869, COCKBURN 1925). 
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3.00 HISTORICAL CONTEXT AND MEANING OF ROBE 

3.07 THE GROWTH OF FISHING AND TOURISM IN ROBE Continued 
The most extensive development of the tourist facilities took place in the 
1960 1 S. During the last half of the decade there were five motels erected, 
as well as three blocks of flats and 111 holiday houses. It was calculated 
locally that tourists brought half a million dollars annually into the 
town by 1971, but probably the indirect economic benefit was much higher 
than this. (S.A.G.T.) 

3.08 PHYSICAL CHANGES _DURING THE REGION 1 S DEVELOPMENT 

A. DEVELOPMENT IN THE DISTRICT 

(1) Aboriginal Inhabitants 

The Aboriginals did not build in the European sense, but they have left 
many physical traces of their occupation of the area near Robe. (Figure 10). 

The number of sites in the area attest to the high level of Aboriginal 
activity prior to settlement. These are a series of middens scattPred 

through the southern sand hills and further middens and rock-shelters 

near the lakes of the region - including a small group of shelters on the 

shore of Lake Robe. 
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3. 00 HISTORICAL CONTEXT AND MEANING OF ROBE 

3. 08 PHYSTCAL CHANGES DURINGTHE REGION 1 S DEVELOPMENT Continued 

An Aboriginal burial ground which was used as late as 1880 is said to 
ex ist near Lake Fellmongery but this site is now badly obscured (information 

fr om Mr. B. Ellis: Aboriginal and Historic Sites Unit, S.A. Department for 

the Environment). 

2) European Activity Prior to 1860 
(i ) Explorers. Sealers and Whalers 

The earliest Europeans in the area - the explorers who passed and the sealers 

and whalers who are thought to have frequented Guichen Bay (See Section 3.01) 

have left no traces of their presence. It has been suggested that Lake 
Fellmongery may have derived its name from sealing and whaling activities 

conducted there (WOAKWINE REPORT 1977: 29), but this is doubtful, given 

t hat the lake was not known by this name until the 1850 1
S when it became 

a processing site for wool (BERMINGHAM 1963: 247). 

ii ) Early Pastoral Settl ers 
The period of pastoral settlement in the early 1840 1 s was cha racterised 

by the building of temporary d\tJellings so that settlers could concentrate 

on establishing their sheep runs (CARTHEW: 1974). Some stone huts 
were built in the district such as those that gave their name to 

the 1 Stone Hut 1 range, but most early structures were more temporary 

brush shelters (WOAKWINE REPORT 1977: 27). It is not known if any 

such buildings existed on or near the site of Robe. 

i ii) Pastoral Settlement in the 1850 1 s 

There are however quite close to Robe pastora l homesteads which , although 

t hey post date the establishment of the town, are still representative of 
early pastoral development. · Homesteads such as Richmond Par k and 

t he Hermitage conform to the typical pattern of 1850 1 s homesteads as 

described by Dunn. (DUNN 1969: 29) . 
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3.00 HISTORICAL COtHEXT AND MEANING OF ROBE 

B. DEVELOPMENT IN ROBE TOWNSHIP 

(1) -The Nineteenth Century 
In the first months of the town's existence the construction of the 
first buildings had started. These were the Hotel which Captain Butler 
remarked was needed by people bringing wool into the town, and his own 

official residence.(S.A.A. 220/1847). 

These two structures were indicative of the two major Forces on the · 
subsequent development of the town; the needs of Government Administration 

and the growth of the wool trade. 

The first sale of building allotments in Robe -which took place in Adelaide 
on October, 17th, 1846 - gives some indication of the direction which future 
development was expected to take. The Government reserved part of the land 

around the Royal Circus for an administrative complex. Allotment 1. was 

reserved for the Post Office and Allotment 19. for the Customs House. 
(BERMINGHAM 1963: 82). 

The Customs House was not built until 1863, but this site near the Royal 

Circus was the most important business and administrative location in the 
town. It was the junction of the two major trade routes in the South East . 

Wool waggons approached the harbour along Victoria Street and Mundy Terrace1 ~ 

and terminated at the Royal Circus which functioned as a roundabout.~~ 
Customs facilities, the bond stores and Ormerod'swarehouse were located 
at this point, where the transfer of goods between the land and the sea 
routestook place. 

To the south of this focal point, in the block bounded by Smillie, Hagen, 
Frome and Cooper Streets, the legal administrative complex was formed by 
the Residents house, th~ Police Station and the Court House. The short 
lived military barracks was also built on this site and was later turned 
to police use. 

It may have been that in reserving Allotment 50. in this block for a market, 
the planners expected that the town would develop a business area directly 
to the south. (BERMINGHAM 1963: 82) However the flow of commercial traffic 
entering the town via Victoria Terrace dictated that business development 
follow this line. This is clearly marked by buildings such as "Greymasts", 
the saddlery shop, the horseshoe forge and the various hotels. 
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3. 00 HISTORICAL CONTEXT AND MEANING OF ROBE 

3. 08 PHYSICAL CHANGES DURING ROBE•s DEVELOPMENT Continued 

The residential area for these business people and artisans extended east

wa rds in the shelter of the ridge from St. P~ters Church around which some of 

the earliest dwellings in the town were built. 

In the mid 185o•s, the need for further development was felt for the 

vi ll ages of Honeyton, Lordston and Syleham were purchased by private 

developers around this time. These areas follow the line of commercial 

de vel opment along Victoria Terrace, thus extending the town from its 

or i ginal compact plan . . 

Du ri ng the 185o•s and well into the 186o•s the town was enjoying a period 

of rapid growth based on the growth of the wool trade. (See Section 4.02 ). 
The revenue flowing into the town was manifest in several ways. 

Sh ipping traffic was heavy and harbour facilities were being continually 

developed. In 1854, the first private jetty was replaced by a Government 

bui lt jetty. In the following decade a third jetty was complete by 1868 
(BERMINGHAM 1963: 102). Similarly the obelisk was built as a shipping 

marker in 1855 and painted for clear vis i bility in 1862. 

Private individuals were generating large fortunes from the industry, the 

most obvious example being George Ormerod. He built Moorakyne as residence in 
1853, but his money was also directed to further commercial development in 
t he form of the now demolished wool stores near the Royal Circus, •Greymasts•, 

and Ormerod's cottages. 

Si milarly l<aratta House was built for the prominent pastoralist Henry Jones 

of Binnum Station in the late 1850•s. 

The social life of the town was also flourishing. It was noted by a 

con temporary observer that the town was very self-contained socia.lly in that 
it provided all the necessary community facilities (WARD 1869). In addition 

to the churches and schools which developed there was a flourishing Institute. 
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3.00 HISTORICAL CONTEXT AND MEANING OF ROBE 

3.08 PHYSICAL CHANGES DURING ROBE'S DEVELOPMENT Continued 

In 1868 the Institute was relocated from the Chapel Hall which stands near 

St. Peters Church, to its new premises in Smillie Street. The Institute 

was a central focus of cultural and social life. Meetings of social 
organisations were held there, a library was collected, and lectures and 

social gatherings were held .. 

In the late 1860's and early 1870's Robe began to decline. Little is known 

of changes occuring to the town from this period; but probably the decline 

contributed largely to the preservation of the historic character of the 

wool port era. 

Extensive re-development did not occur and it is clear that some prominent 
buildings in the town such as the Customs House, which became the Council 

Chambers in the 1880's and the Caledonian Inn, which was a vicarage around the 

turn of the century, were maintained because they could be turned over to 

alternative uses. 

The one notable change to the town fabric in this period was the removal of 

the coastal sand dunes along Mundy Terrace in the 1870's. This was achieved, 

in the face of Government opposition,after 1874. An esplanade was 

created and a sea wall built - which was subsequently destroyed by wave 

action requiring costly re-construction. (BERMINGHAM 1963: 28). 

(2) The Twentieth Century 
The most important influences for change in the twentieth century have been 

the growth of the tourist trade and commercial fishing. (See Section 7,00 

Neither was economically significant before 1945 but subsequent developments 

in both have significantly altered the character of the town. 

The rapid development of the export market for crayfish in the late 1950's 

generated the need for a processing plant, which after 1959 was located on the 

shore of Lake Butler; and the need to house the increasing numbers of fisherme 

The latter resulted in the unsightly sprawl of transportable homes which now 

exists in East Robe. However, the most visibly prominent developments stemmin 
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3.00 HISTORICAL CONTEXT AND MEANING OF ROBE 

3.08 PHYSICAL CHANGES DURING ROBE'S DEVELOPMENT Continued 

f rom the fi~hing industry are in the area of the old port. The Lake Butler 

boat haven was created by the opening, in 1964, of a 70 foot wide channel 
connecting the lake to the sea. This construction was undertaken in response 

t o the need for a safe fishing boat harbour. As part of the development, a 

breakwater was extended into the bay and a wharf created in the lake (SAFCOL 

NEWS, August, 1964). 

That this develcpment has created a visually worthwhile and significant 
la ndmark is evident from the fact that Lake Butler is the most prominent 

scenic feature . of the town in the perception of visitors and local 

i nhabitants. (See Section 7.00) Unfortunately - change~ stemming from 

t he need to provide accommodation a~d ~?cil ities for tourists during 
t he same period have ,.nota.lways ,been as: compatible with the historic 

J ,. \' -. \ . I ' 

character of the town. · 

The opportunity provided by the increasing tourist market after World War II 

resulted in moves to develop Robe's tourist potential (See ~ s~ctjon 7.02). 
Considerable areas of the town were subsequently dev.eloped .as caravan parks. 

In some instances these have been .· unsy~pathetfc developments, bearing 
. ,.-

l ittle relationship to the ~haracter of the localities in which they are 
sited. 

The continued need for further facilities generated a boom in new construction 

and alterations to existing premises in the late 1960's and early 1970's. 

At this time most of the redeveloped shops, new motels and holiday homes 

were built. In general tern1s, it can be said that much of this development 

has not been sympathetic to the character of the old town. 

However, tourism has n~t been without benefits . Considerable revenue has flowed 

i nto Robe, (See Section 7. 02),and in turn, both private and public development 
has created improved amenities such as licenced restaurants, expenditure on 

parklands and improved shopping facilities. 

In the framing of a conservation strategy, the value of Robeis historical 

background, must be balanced by a careful consideration of the economic 
necessity and the inevitability of future tourist development. 
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4. 00 SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC TRENDS 

4.01 POPULATION GROWTH 
The total populatior. for the District Council of Robe at the 1976 

census was 9S8 persons. Population growth from 1891 to 1976 is 

il lustrated in f is~re 11 below: -

1000 

fatal Popul ation 

BOO 
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400 
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1900 1910 1920 19Ju 194 0 1950 1960 ' 1970 1980 

YE AR 

FIGURE 11: POP ULAT ION GRrWTh l89l -197f. DISlP.ICT COUiJC IL rF nr BE 

The graph illustrates that the major growth peri od of t he D1st r1ct was 
between the 1921 and 1961 censuses. In recent decades the L ~ G . A. has been 

experiencing minor population decline . This is insignificant at this 
stage,_ however,a major factor behind the decline is the migration of young 
people from rural to urban areas , created by deficiencies in loca l employment 
and social opportunities . _ 

Robe District Council is comprisedof three Census Collector Distr i cts 
(C .C. D.s). Population change fo r the Council District by C.C.D.'s i s 
i ndicated in Table I . 
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4.00 SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC TRENDS 

TABLE I: POPULATION GROWTH, 1971 - 1976, DISTRICT COUNCIL OF ROBE 

Males Females Total Change 
ceo 1971 - 76 1971 - 76 1971 - 76 % 

1. Robe Township 231 246 206 244 437 490 + 12 

2. Inner Rural 164 137 132 117 296 254 - 14 
3. Outer Rural 130 116 111 98 241 214 - 11 

c 

Two trends are apparent: 
Robe Township is currently undergoing high growth rates, 
while rural areas are undergoing population decline. There 
is a relatively high level of residential mobility associated 
with the town and the rural areas. 

4.02 AGE AND SEX STRUCTURE 
The age and sex structures of the population of Robe Township in 1971 
and 1976 are illustrated in Figure 12 . 
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4. 00 SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC TRENDS 

4.02 AGE AND SEX STRUCTURE Continued 

Popul a tion growth is being centred upon Robe Township reflecting the 

con tinual urbanisation of the Australian population and placing a more 
im po rtant emphasis upon the town in a regional context, than was previously 

so in recent history. 

The age - sex structures show three important trends: 

(1) Despite a decline in the male 0 - 4 cohort there was a 

significant increase in the female 0 - 4 cohort. 

(2) There were considerable contractions in the 15 - 19 cohorts. 

( 3) There was a very significant increase in the male 65+ cohort 

in contrast to a small decline in the fema l e 65+ cohort. 

In summary , Robe Township has an age- sex structure that is becoming less 

stablised ,with upper age groups expanding and young families entering the 

area . Simultaneously, late teenage groups are significantly contracting in 

size . Thi s has necessary implications upon the provision of facilities 

for spec ifi c age groups. For example a lack of social and employment 

oppo rtun i t ies for teenagers is contributing to the outmovement of young 

peopl e, t o other larger urban areas. 

4.03 DWELLING CHARACTERISTICS 

Dwel ling characteristics from 1921 to 1976, for the Robe District Council 

area are depicted in Table II. 

-TABLE I I : DWELLING CHARACTERISTICS, ROBE (L .G.A.), 19~1- 1976 . 

Cens us Occupied Total Unoccupied Grand % 
Private Non Private Total Occupied 

1921 unavailable una v a i 1 a b 1 e 119 21 .140 85 

193.3 128 7 135 6 141 96 

1947 174 3 177 11 188 94 

1954 205 7 212 ..., 215 97 ,) 

1961 247 2 249 102 351 71 
1966 249 6 255 155 410 62 
1971 295 3 298 235 533 56 

1976 314 9 323 276 599 54 



4.00 SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC TRENDS 

4.03 DWELLING CHARACTERISTICS Continued 
The data shows major growth periods in the late 50's and the late 60's, 
both of which concur with periods of significant National development. 

The most important change in these characteristics is the increased 

number of unoccupied dwellings or the rapid decline in the occupancy 

rate since the 1954 census. 

It is apparent that increased numbers of part-time residents are being 

attracted to the Robe Area and recent trends point to long term, part

time residence or the type of residential mobility patterns associated 

with retired persons. 

4. 04 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
The major forms of economic activity in the Robe Township relate to fishing 

and tourism. Community facilities and a small number of retail, commerci al 
and industrial facilities are also present in the town. 

A FISHING 
The fishing industry has been a major asset to Robe Township for many 

decades . Large proportions of the town's population have been employed 

in the capture and processing of fish, such as abalone, rock lobster and shar 

to serve Australian and international markets. The industry has also 
created induced employment and economic activity in other sectors through 
the multiplier effects of fishing income spent locally. 

The Green Triangle Economic Development Study (1978), assessed the 

future outlook for the fishing industry in the South-East. Economic 

activity, especially in regard to employment opportunities, is expected to 

decline due to a necessary reduction in the number of fishing units which 

can be supported by expl oit ation of the rock lobster fishery. 

Untimately this will tend to impact l ocalised coastal communities such 

as Robe, but the magnitude of the effect largely depends upon whether 
redundant workers leave the region or are able to recover capital investment. 

Resulting hardship to individuals and adverse effects to Robe Township 

could be minimised by introducing appropriate Government policies to:

assist the required adjustment in the industry to occur 

in a planned and orderly way~ 
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4.00 SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC TRENDS 

A FISHING Continued 
Provide additional resources to stimulate new 
development within the industry (e.g. further 

education facilities) or in other industries 

(e.g. tourism). 

Robe Township, for example, could be a location for new educational courses 

t o provide training in marine skills to qualify fishennen under the new 
manning requirements proposed by the Department of Marine and Harbors, 
and to increase practical skills of amateur boat owners. 

B TOURIS~1 

As a scenic coastal town Robe attracts a large amount of tourist activity. 

The Township attracts short-term through visitors to the South-East but 
mainly caters to longer period, destination visitors, especially during 

summer holiday months. 

Ap proximately 70% of all visitors to the area are from interstate;particular

ly Victoria,while about two thirds of the remainder come from Adelaide. 
An nual growth in tourist visitors to the South-East region over recent 
years has been in the order of 3-5%. 

The tourist industry is very important to Robe in terms of:
external income brought to the town, 
enhanced employment opportunities, and, 

potential multiplier effects on a wide range of 
indirectly related services and facil~ties . 

• However, problems associated with tourism include:-
deficiencies in the number, type and standard of 

tourist related facilities e.g. signposting, peak 

season accommodation, access roads , 
undesirable environmental impact, generalJy created 
through a lack of proper organisation and planning, 
e.g. pollution, noise, congestion, conflict with full 

time residents, 

the highly seasonal nature of the tourist influx. 

Nevertheless, the State Government considers that the tourist industry, 

given proper organisation and control, has major potential benefit for Ro be. 
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4.00 SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC TRENDS 

B TOURISM Continued 
The Government proposes to become a catalyst for tourism development, 
identifying opportunities, providing infrastructure, encouraging 

development and assisting promotion. Major objectives for development 

are to:-
Encourage existing visitors to spend more. 

Attract new and greater numbers of visitors. 

Attract visitors outside the normal tourist period to 

smooth out seasonal fluctuations. 

Encourage existing visitors to stay longer. 

This can be achieved by:-

Improving the standards of appearance, design, operation 

and amenity associated with existing facilities, 

identifying and highlighting new facilities and attractions , 
providing incentives to attract large amounts of private 

risk capital to the area, 

resolving conflicts between part and full time residents 

or assisting in changing local attitudes, 

utilising modern marketing techniques, 

promoting use of the area for off-season activities, such 

as conventions, symposiums and conferences. 

Robe presents an opportunity to develop the town as a major seaside 
resort as well as a conserved, South Au stralian historical township. 
Through renovation and conservation of old buildings, provision of 

more accommodation, modern amenities and appropriate marketing techniques, 

the township of Robe _could be presented as a well-serviced holiday 
centre to be enjoyed all year round. 
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5.00 THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 

5.01 LAND FORMS 

A. Regional Context 

The Robe district comprises a low coastal plain with a slight seaward 

slope. Superimposed on this plain is a series of sub-parallel calcar

enitic sand dunes which were stranded as the sea receded between 

200,000 and 600,000 years ago. Consequently, the dunes are of a 

progressively younger age as the present Guichen Bay coastline is 

approached~ the progression being reflected in the structure and 
composition of ve0etation. 

The major dune ridges are locally known as "ranges" (WOAKWINE, 

AVENUE, etc.), and are approximately 2 km. wide and 30m high. 

Prior to the South East Drainage Scheme, they were an effective 

barrier to surface drainage, the inter-dunal corridors being 

subjected to extensive flooding during wet periods. 

B. Local Context 

The town of Robe is situated at the southern end of Guichen Bay 

amongst a relatively diverse system of landforms. See Figure 13. 

The major structural landscape forms are the modern coastal sand 

dune systems, cliffs and cliff-top dunes at Cape Dombey and stranded 

dune systems in and adjacent to the town. 

The most visually dominant dune system is the Robe Range contain i ng 

West Beach. This complex achieves heights of 30 metres in some places. 

Parts of the system are unstable and a number of large blowouts have 
occurred just south of the town. These must be stabilised by appropriate 

planting with Marram Grass and by restricting off-road vehicle activity 

in the area. 

The Robe Range terminates at Cape Dombey as a cliff- top dune system, 

covered with an open heath formation. This area con t ains a relative ly 
recent housing sub-division and a scenic drive. The area is popula r 
with tourists. The top of the cape contains an undefi n~d carpa rk i hg 
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5.00 THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 

5.01 LAND FORMS Continued 
area for visiting the Obelisk and viewing the sea. In some areas lack 

of access control has resulted in the trampling of vegetation and consequent 

dune destablization. 

Within and adjacent to the town there is a series of dune ridges. 

The most important of these ridges are indicated on Figure 13 as 

A.B.C.D.E.F. and G respectively. 
Ridge A provides a prominent and attractive backdrop 
to Lake Butler where native vegetation is still present. 

Ridge B bisects the Old Township and is a dominant 

landform within the town structure. 

Ridge C is well-vegetated in parts and is a dominant 

ridge south of Robe. 

Ridge D is a developed coastal dune to the north of -

the shopping area. 

Ridge E is situated in an undeveloped are~, locally known as 

Barrowman 1 s Land. A major portion of this area has been 

purchased by the South Australian Coast Protection Board. 

Ridge F is a dominant land form defining the western edge 

of Lake Fellmongery. The ridge is relatively well-vegetated 

and provides an attractive backdrop to the lake. 

Ridge G is situated to the north-east of the town and 

comprises an active system of low dunes defining Guichen 

Bay. Figure 14 shows the extent of erosion along part of 

the system. 

Landward of the Guichen Bay ·dunes is a series of low stranded beach ridges, 

formed as a .result of shoreline progradation over the past 7,000 years. 

Thereare approximately 80 ridges over a distance of 10km, the average 
spacing being about 53m. 
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5. 00 THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 

5. 01 LAND FORMS Continued 
The beach ridge plain is of considerable scientific and educational 
significance as it records the natural history of Guichen Bay during the 
past 7,000 years. Its importance has been cited in a number of geological 
publications and is a favourite area for geological field excursions. 
Al though it has not been significantly investigated as yet, the beach 
r idge plain should be conserved, and its importance conveyed to 
t he owners of this important system. 

5.02 VEGETATION AND FAUNA 

A VEGETATION 

Robe derives much of its character from the diversity of vegetation 
present in the area . This diversity is a response to the complexity of 
th e coastal environment, each plant community reflecting variations in 
mi cro-climates, substrate, salinity , topography and hydrology. 

In general, the structure and floristics of plant communities around Robe 
are typical of those found in coastal complexes throughout South Australia, 
with minor variations. The major ecosystems which can be identified in 
Robe are:-

Coastal dune systems , 
semi-saline lake systems. 

Each system contains characteristic plant species and shows considerable 
divers i ty over small areas. In most cases successions towards stable 
climax communities are in operation. 

See Figure 15 for the di stribution of vegetation around Robe. 

(1) Coastal Dune Systems 
Four dune systems are ev i dent i n Robe :-

Robe Range (West Beach) 

Cape Dombey cliff top dunes 

Guichen Bay Dunes 

Beacon Hill relic t dunes . 
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5. 00 THE NATURAL ENV I RON~·1ENT 

5.02 VEGETATION AND FAUNA Continued 

The Robe Range is the most complex of the coastal dune systems, 
reflecting the seral stages evident in the other systems. 

An investigation carried out on this dune system yielded the 

following distribution of major plant species across the dunes . 
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Cakile maritima 

Spinifex hirsubus 

Ammophila arenaria 

Scirpus nodosus 

Carpobrotus rossii 

Lepidosperma gladiatum 

Kunzea pomifera 

Rhagodia baccatta 

Olem>ia a:iillaris 

Leucopogon parviflorus 

Acacia sophorae 

Casuarina stricta 

Sea Rocket 

Creeping Spinifex 

Marrum Grass 

Knobbly Club Rush 

Pigface 

Sword Rush 

Cranberry 

Seaberry Saltbush 

Sandhill Daisy 

Coastal Acacia 

Drooping Sheoak 

A more detailed list of species is provided in Appendix A. 

U.E.P.G. 

At Cape Dombey, a system of Holocene dun2s overlays a calcarenitic base. 

Where pedestrian and vehicle access is provided at the tip of the cape, 

ma rked erosion of the du nes has taken place, leaving a bare calcarenitic 

su rface. Access in this area will have to be controlled in the future if 

further degeneration of the remaining vegetated dunes is to be avoided. 
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5.00 THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 

5.02 VEGETATION AND FAUNA Continued 

The Beacon Hill dune system is a relict coastal complex surrounding 
Lake Fellmongery, Lake Chara and the drainag~ channel. The community 
is in a climax state and exhibits greater stability than the other 
systems. 

The major plant associations in the area are a response to varying 
conditions of water availability, soils, topography and climate. 

On higher ground away from the edge of the lakes the dominant species 
are:-

Melaleuca lanceolata 

Casuarina stricta 

Eucalyptus diversifolia 

Other important species are:-

Acacia sophorae 

Acacia pycnantha 

Dianella revoluta 

Tetragonia implexicoma 

Adriana klotzschii 

Dryland Tea Tree 

Drooping Sheoak 

S.A. Coastal Mallee 

Coastal Acacia 

Golden Wattle 

Coastal Bitterbush 

The introduced African shrub Polygala myrtifolia has colonised some areas, 
but is of little consequence at this time. However, the African bulbous 
creeper Asparagus a?paragoides is presenting some problems, particularly 
during the period March to November, when it chokes out much vegetation. 
It is important that the distribution of this plant is monitored and 
suitable controls established so that the floristic composition of the 
area is maintained. 
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5.00 THE NATURAL ENVIRON~1ENT 

5.02 VEGETATION AND FAUNA Continued 

(2) ~emi-Saline Lake System 
The plant communities present in this system are a response to the 
availability of brackish water. Three major areas can be identified 
i n Robe; the edges of Lake FeJlmongery, Lake Chara and the area around 
t he drainage channel. These areas form part of the larger Beacon Hill 
system but can he appreciated as a single plant community, existing in 
respon5'e to increased water availability and salinity. 

Around the lakes and channel the dominant plant species are:-

Melaleuca halmaturorum 

Leptospernum lani gerum 

Swamp Paperbark 

~~ooly Tea Tree 

Low herbaceous and prostrate shrubs are also present near the water•s edge. 
They are:-

l • . ' ' 

Salicornia quinque/lora 

Samolus repens 

Selliera radicans 

Suaeda australis 

Samphire 

Creeping Brookweed 

Swamp Weed 

Austral Seablite 

These plants are halophytic and their survival depends to a large degree 
on specified salt levels and the maintenance of a fairly ~table substrate. 
Consequently, activities permitted on and around the water bodies of Robe 
should be carefully monitored an~ designated. 

B. FAUNA 
This discussion centres mainly on terrestrial vestebrates, as it is these 
animals which are the most readily perceived around Robe. The importance of 
terrestrial invertebrates and aquatic animals in ecosystem function cannot 
be overstressed, however, the task of gathering information on these animals 
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U.E.P.G. 

5.00 THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 

5.02 VEGETATION AND FAUNA Continued 

is well outside the scope of this study. Consequently, they have been 
purposefully omitted from this report. 

It is important to note that the integrity of animal populations has a 
direct relationship with the maintenance of s~itable habitats for those 

populations. If a habitat is altered drastically, or new species 
introduced, it has a direct effect on the population. 

Animal populations have an inbuilt flexibility and can cope with ecosystem 
modifications provided that they are of a minor nature, however, large 
scale modifications, such as clearing native vegetation, can undermine the 
stability of native animal populations, usually resulting in an 
obliteration of particular species from that part of the landscape. 

Fauna diversity in the Robe area is a response to the diversity present 
in the landscape; each landscape system has its characteristic 

populations of animals. It will be important in the future to ensure tha t 
wildlife habitats are not modified drastically as a result of clearing 
vegetation for urban development or rural land use, or as a result of 
uncontrolled access being given to vehicles and pedestrians in areas 
that are ecologically sensitive. 

Appendix B· provides some indication of the diversity of animal species in 
and around Robe. 

Amphibians 
The only order of amphibians found in Australia is Order Anura. This 
group consists of all the fro~s and toads. Nine species have been 
identified in the Robe area. All require moist habitats for survival, 
from temporary and permanent waters to well-vegetated forest. None of 
the species is rare or uncommon. 

49 

Repti 
The r 
of t 

founc 
i den1 
area~ 

thi gr 
Mela; 

Bird~ 

Robe 
1 ife 

orni 
bird 
Lake 

Bird 
the 
dens 

rum~ 

alsc 
wh ·i c 

If · 

imp< 
par 

Mam 
Mos 
inf 



G. 

n 

a 

se 

{stem 

~ the 

lt 

tha t 

in 

U.E.P.G. 

5. 00 THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 

5. 02 VEGETATION AND FAUNA Continued 

Rep tiles 

The reptile fauna around Robe is not as diverse as in many other areas 

of the state, nevertheless, the list of species is representative of reptiles 

found throughout the South East. Twenty four species of reptiles have been 

identified around Robe. Most -of these are heliothermic, requiring suitable 

areas for basking, but Hemiergis decresiensis and Hemiergis peroni are 
th ignotherms: and occupy sheltered habitats under the closed canopy of 

Melaleuca . None of the species are rare or uncommon. 

Bi rds 

Robe and the surrounding lakes are renowned for their abundance of bird 

li fe. Consequently, the area has become a f avourite haunt for 

ornithologists and amateur bird-watchers. Something like 125 species of 

bi rds have been identified, with locations such as the Little Dip and 

Lakeside featuring prominently as areas of high avian diversity. 

Birds of particular interest, which have been found near Robe include 
the Rufous Bristle bird, Dasyornis brachypterus , a ground bird inhabiting 

dense coastal thickets, and the Beautiful Firetail Emblema bella , a red-

rumped finch which inhabits the coastal heath and woodland. Recordings have 

also been made of the relatively uncommon Japanese Snipe, Gallinazo hardwickii, 

which breeds in Japan, the non-breeding birds migrating south to Austrqlia. 

If this high level of avian diversity is to be maintained, it will be 

important that the integrity of bird habitats is preserved. This applies in 

particular to areas of water, swamp thickets and woodland. 

Mammals 

Most native mammals of coastal regions are nocturnal, consequently, they are 

infrequently seen by inhabitants or visitors to the coast . 
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5.00 THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 

5.02 VEGETATION AND FAUNA Continued 
Around Robe, approximately twenty species of native mammals have 
been identified, of these, three species are possums, eight species 

are bats and there are three species of rats. 

The Swamp Antechinus Antechinus minimus , is a rare marsupial carnivore 
which is found in the wetter areas of heath around Robe. It will be necessary 
to ensure that the habitat of this animal is not destroyed if the species 

is to survive in the area. 

Macropods were once common in the area, however, the only species still 

evident is the Western Grey Kangaroo, Macropus fu l iginosus . As an exampl e 
of the havoc wrought by man in the days of early settlement , the wallaby , 
WaZZabia greyii was extinct by 1927 . 

5.03 WATER RESOURCES 

Apart from its beaches, Robe has an added bonus of four other significant 
water bodies,See Figure 16. These are important scenic, recreational and 
environmental resources which should be conserved, as they contribute to 
the overall character of the town . 

Lake Butler 
Lake Butler is a tidal inlet used for the mooring of fishing and 
recreational craft. The development of Robe has always been closely 
assoc i ated with Lake Butler, and it is perhaps the most dominant 

landmar k in the town. 

Apart from providing a safe haven for boats, the lake itself has immense 

scenic qualities . This is in part due to the relative calm atmosphere 
created by the water and the boats reflected in it. 
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5. 00 THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 

5. 03 WATER RESOURCES Continued 

Around the banks of Lake Butler, on the southern and western sides, 

dense thickets of Melaleuca occur, whilst on the no~thern side, the 

stately Karatta House is located. Future policies should ensure that the 
vegetation is preserved and that Karatta House is rehabilitated, with 
its lake-front garden. 

Of particular concern, is the unsightly residential development above 

t he western side of the lake, and the likelihood of further residential 

development occurring on the vacant allotments that are remaining. 

Appropriate landscaping measures should be implemented to screen plant 

existing structures on this important backdrop to the lake. Rigorous 
design guidelines should also be placed on future development to ensure 
that it is fully integrated with the surrounding landscape. 

Policy formulation in the future should ensure that Lake Butler. is maintained 
and enhanced as a visual and passive recreational resource by capitalising 
on the scenic and restful qualities of this important landmark. 

Lake Fellmongery 

This lake occupies an area of approximately 40ha on the outskirts of 

Old Robe. The lake was once used to wash animal skins in preparation 
for tanning, hence the name, Lake Fellmongery . 

The lake at present is a multiple-use waterbased recreational resource, 

predominant activities being skiing, swimming and fishing. 

Apart from being a recreational resource for the town and visitors, 

Lake Fellmongery is an important visual element in the landscape . Its 
visual qualities are exemplified by the dense scrub surrounding the 

lake, and the fact that panoramic views are obtained across the lake on 
the approach to the Old Township. 
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5.00 THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 

5.03 WATER RESOURCES Continued 

As with Lake Butler, urban development has encroached onto the ridge on 

the western side of Lake Fellmongery. Although some buildings are 

reasonably well-integrated with their surrounding landscape~ a few buildings 

on the skyline intrude significantly into the once pleasant views that 

this backdrop offered. 

Future policies should be aimed at controlling this instrusive type of 

development by not allowing any further re-subdivision around the perimeter 
of the lake and by instituting design and siting controls on the future 

development of vacant allotments. 

Lake Cha ra 
Lake Chara is a small lake just to the north of Lake Fellmongery; it 

once formed part of Lake Fellmongery. Apparently, the sediments which 

form the base of the lake are derived from algae. 

In the past, Lake Chara remained dry for most of the year, however, now 

it is being kept full by fresh water pumped via a windmill behind Lake 

Fellmongery. Evidence suggests that no harm is being done to the lake 

biology asa resultof it remaining full and in fact, it increases the amenity 

offered by this small water body. 

Drainage Channel 

The drainage channel forms part of the South Eastern Drainage Scheme and 

consists of a channel connecting Lake Battye and Lake Fox with the sea near 

Long Beach. Lake Battye and Lake Fox are permanent water bodies, however 

the un-named lakes near the sea outlet are intermittent. 

The channel is an important landmark in Robe and is well-utilised for 

recreation by visitors and inhabitants of the town alike. 

Around the channel dense thickets of Melaleuca occur in response to the 

semi-saline conditions offered by this location. These thickets impart a 

great deal of character to the channel and are importantwildlife habitats. 

Consequently, the channel should have limited opportunities for vehicle 

access and should cater for passive forms of recreation such as picnicking, 
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5. 00 THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 

5.03 WATER RESOURCES Continued 

f i shing and canoeing. The development of recrea-tional nodes along the 
channel with vehicle access being provided to each point will ensure that 
activities can be carefully controlled and monitored. This applies particularly 
to the areas around Lake Battye and Fox which have suffered some degradation 
as a result of uncontrolled access and uncontrolled activities. 

5.04 ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION 
The previous sections have highlighted those aspects of the natural 
environment which impart a distinctive character to Robe. This section 
summarises the issues raised in those previous sections with the view to 
achieving coordinated policy formulation for the retention and enhancement 
of Robe•s natural environment. 

The removal of vegetation and the modification of substrates and water 
supplies can have a profound affect on the stability of ecosystems. This 
applies particularly to ecosystems associated with the coast, which are in 
var ious stages of ecological succession proceeding towards stable climax 
communities . 

At Robe, communities in various stages of succession are present. These 
range from the highly fragile coastal dune systems of the Robe Range and 
Guichen Bay to the more stable communities on relict dunes, around the lakes 
and Beacon Hill. The integrity of these systems should be maintained and 
protected from degradation by not permitting further encroachment of urban 
development and rural land use into the systems, and by carefully controlling 
and monitoring recreational activities that are likely to cause deleterious 
environmental impacts. This can be achieved if development is contained 
within the existing setltlement pattern and infilling of vacant blocks is 
given preference over further sub-division of undeveloped land. 

The numerous recreational opportunities are perhaps one of the drawcards 
of Robe. These activities should be encouraged, and should capitalise 
on the inherent diversity and potential of the landscape. However, 
particular activities should acknowledge the carrying capacity and 
fragility of the natural systems around the town. This applies particularly 
to coastal dune systems . 
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5.00 THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 

5.04 ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION Continued 

Of concern are the activities of off-road vehicles in the West Beach 
dune system; this should be made available for controlled pedestrian 
access only. The use of Long Beach as a vehicle thoroughfare has also 

contributed significantly to the destablization of the dune complex 

in this area. The presence of poorly sited and designed structures, 

particularly on land forms which define the town also give cause for 

concern, as these structures lower the aesthetic quality, and hence the 
appeal of these important environmental resources. 

In the future, particular consideration should be given to formulating 

policies aimed at educating the public and fostering an understand i ng 
of the complexity and importance of Robe's natural heritage. If this 

is achieved, community awareness of the town's natural heritage is 
increased, and as a consequence, the likelehood of environmental 
degradation occurring in the future is reduced . 
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6. 00 BUILT ENVIRONMENT 

6. 01 SETTLEMENT PATTERN 

The settlement morphology of Robe is defined by five discrete and easily 
i dentified spatial units, as shown on Figure 17 . The pattern reflects 

t he historical development of the town, each unit being characterised by 

di fferent styles of built form and function established over the years. 

A. OLD TOWNSHIP - AREA 1 

This was the 2rr.aof initial settlement and contains four suburbs; 

Robetown, Lordston, Syleham and part of Honeyton. 

The town plan is based upon a grid pattern of streets, with Mundy Terrace 
and Victoria Street forming the major movement spine. There is an 
hi storical precedent for preserving this spine as the major corridor as it 

was the route by which bullock drays transported wool to the Royal Circus and 
ol d jetty. 

The suburb of Robetown, surveyed in 1846, was the site of original occupation. 

Sequential development occurred from Lake Butler along Victoria Street as 

the town evolved as a centre of commerce in the region. 

The area between Morphett Street and Lake Butler contains a number of 

historic buildings associated with the shipment of wool and the administration 
of the town. Many of these buildings are still intact, providing a social 
and physical continuity from the past to the present. 

As the town evolved further as a centre of commerce, another node of 

activity developed in and around Smillie Street, extending into Victoria 
Street. The commercial significance of Smillie Street has declined but 

Victoria Street still remains as the dominant commercial focus in Robe. 

The remaining portion of the Old Township was, and still is, devoted to 

residential use, with churches on the highest elevations. Many original 

cottages are still evident, although in most cases they have been modified 
over the years. 
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U.E.P.G. 

6. 00 BUILT ENVIRONMENT 

6.01 SETTLEMENT PATTERN Continued 

B. ~AST ROBE - AREA 2 
East Robe is an area of relatively flat land sandwiched between the . Old 
Township and Lake Fellmongery. Although containing some old residences, 
East Robe is predominantly characterised by post 1950 residential 
development, such as that built by the South Australian Housing Trust. 
A small amount of commercial development is also present in the form of 
home industries. 

There is a considerable amount of vacant land in East Robe which presents 
an opportunity for further residential and mixed development in the town. 
Future policies should be addressed to promoting the infilling of these 
blocks before new sub-divisions are created. 

This approach will ensure that compactness in the overall settlement 
pattern is achieved; investments in existing infrastructure are maintained; 
and ease of access is maintained to service functions in the Old Township. 

C. HONEYTON - AREA 3 
This area contains part of the suburb of Honeyton, being Pt . Sec . 220 
and 221. It is located between the Old Township and the sea, to the north 
of the present shopping area in Victoria Street. 

The older parts of this area form a node around the prim9ry school, however, 
most of Honeyton is characterised by relat i vely new residential development 

• 
within a non-rectilinear street pattern. The whole sub-division rises up 
the landward face of the primary coastal dune, which is nearly completely 
developed. 

D. WEST ROBE - AREA 4 
This sub-division is located to the west of Lake Butler and occupies 
undulating terrain between that lake and Cliff Beach. The street 
geometry is non-rectilinear to accommodate the constraints imposed by 
the terrain. All development in this area is residential and relatively 
modern . 
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6.00 BUILT ENVIRONMENT 

6.01 SETTLEMENT PATTERN Continued 
A considerable number of allotments have yet to be developed, however, 
this should only occur where that development does not mar the 
appearance of the skyline. 

E. LONG BEACH - AREA 5 
The Long Beach sub-division is separated from the rest of the town by 
Lake Fellmongery and the drainage channel . It is a recent residential 
area containing the typical coastal dwelling elevated on stilts. Many 
of these buildings are holiday houses. 

The physical barrier imposed by the channel, the difference in built 
form and the lack of a direct connection reinforces Long Beach as a 
separate entity from the rest of the t own. 

F. FRENCHMANS BAY ESTATE - AREA 6 

To the north east of Long Beach a sub-division known as Frenchman•s Bay 
Estate has been created . This sub-division is aligned along the primary 
dune system of Guichen Bay and extends for about 3 km along the coast to 
the area known as Riviera Robe. 

The estate is not a sub-division in the truest sense. Essentially it 
is a series of 161 leasehold allotments of which ten sites have been 

developed. ·The estate is one allotment deep and each allotment is serviced 
by a 20m wide road reserve front and back. 

Much concern has been expressed about the estate. Apart from having an 
extremely inefficient layout and visual unattractiveness, it is apparent 
that siteworks associated wi~h hou~ng development have contributed 
markedly to the erosion of the Guichen Bay dune system. 
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6.00 BUILT ENVIRONMENT -

6.02 LANDUSE AND TENURE 

A. LANDUSE 
The distribution of land use and ownership of properties is a fine-grain 
expression of the overall pattern of settlement described in the previous 
section. 

The present distribution of land uses is indicated on Figure 18. Tenure 
and ownership of important properties is shown on Figure 19. The land use 
distribution can be broken down into 3 major categories; residential 
development, including accommodation; commercial development, including 
retail and business; recreation and open space, including caravan parks; 
and community facilities. 

(1) Residential Development 
Residential development is concentrated in the area west of Lake 
Fellmongery with the highest concentrations in the Old Township. Another 
isolated area of residential development occurs at Long Beach to the east 
of the drainage channel. 

Figure 18clearly shows the opportunities for residential infilling, within 
the confines of the present overall settlement pattern. Areas such as East 
Robe, Long Beach and West Robe can accommodate residential development to 
satisfy Robe's needs for the forseeable future. 

The residential areas are relatively homogeneous, however, mixed development 
does occur in the eastern part of the Old Township from Davenport Street to 
Robe Street, and in East Robe. There is no reason why this approach cannot 
continue in the future, provided that the different uses are compatible and 
satisfy the principles of urban and environmental conservation advanced in 
this document. 
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6. 00 BUILT ENVIRONMENT 

6. 02 LANDUSE AND TENURE Continued 
Short-term formal accommodation is presently provided by two hotels, 
six motels and three holiday flat developments. These are concentrated 
around Lake Butler, Lake Fellmongery and Victoria Street. 

Present indications suggest that residential accommodation fails to 
satisfy peak demands during the summer season. This problem could be 
offset by building more motels etc., however, the short period of peak 
demand suggests that this approach would be economically unviable, if 
the long off-season is considered. The solution to the problem 
probably lies in providing relatively cheap accommodation between 
motel and caravan level, possibly in the form of cabins that are 
designed to sympathetically blend in with the historic character of Robe. 

(2) Commercial Development 
Commercial development in Robe is concentrated in Victoria Street, between 
Davenport Street and Robe Street. This area contains all of the town•s 
shopping facilities and has enough vacant allotments, especially between 
the Caledonian Inn and Union Streets, to ensure that further provision of 
this service can occur in this historically precedented area . 

Business functions are located mainly in Bagot Street opposite the Robe 
Institute. 

Most other commercial functions take the form of home industries and occur 
in the residential area of East Robe and the eastern part of the Old 
Township. 

(3) Recreation an~ Open Space 
These areas are clearly identified on the land use map . Open space for 
recreation has been provided along the foreshore at Long Beach and at 
Hoopers and Fox Beach . A formalised esplanade reserve containing a 
bowling green is provided along Mundy Terrace and most of Cape Dombey 
has been allocated as a public pleasure resort. 
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6.00 BUILT ENVIRONMENT 

6.02 LANDUSE AND TENURE Continued 
Active recreation is catered for in the flat area south of the Old 
Township. Playing areas are provided for golf, football, cricket and 
tennis. Club-rooms are associated with all of these facilities. 

Other reserves occur on the West Beach dune system, and in association 
with the drainage channel and Lake Fellmongery. 

There are four caravan parks in Robe; Lakeside, Long Beach, Sea-Vu 
and Ampol. These are well-utilised during the summer season and, as 
a rule, cannot cope with the demand. To offset this problem, the 
Council has plans to expand the Sea-Vu caravan park, which should 
relieve the present situation to some degree. 

(4) Community Facilities 
Community facilities are concentrated in the Old Township. Facilities that 
are provided include; 3 Churches, Council Offices, R.S.L., School, Kinder
garten, C.F.S., C.W.A., Robe Institute, Police Station, Fun Parlour, Cemetery, 

and Council Department. 

At present, Robe has no doctor, dentist, pharmacist or hospital. 
Consideration should be given to encouraging the establishment of a 
medical practice and a pharmacist in the town, at least during the peak 
tourist seaso~. In addition, with a general aging of the population 
structure, the demand will increase for these services considerably in 
the decades to follow. 

Furthermore, the provision of aged accommodation will also be necessary 
in the future. At present, the Council has purchased land for this purpose 
and is planning the construction of suitable aged accommodation. 
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6.00 BUILT ENVIRONMENT 

6.02 LANDUSE AND TENURE Continued 

(5) Future Industr~ 

It is apparent that a latent demand exists to establish further industries 
in Robe. At present, there is no area set aside to accommodate industrial 
activities in a manner that will cause negligible environmental impact. 

A number of areas within the town have been evaluated in terms of their 
locational potential for industry. It is suggested that Pt. Sec.310 , adjac
ent to the T-junction, would be the best location for an industrial area. 
The advantages of this location are:-

The area is highly accessible from Kingston and Millicent, 

the land is relatively flat, 

there would be few site limitations because the area is 
rel~tively large, 

some industry is already located there, thereby setting 
a precedent , 

there would be a relatively unlimited potential 
for expansion of the industrial area, 

commercial vehicles would not be travelling through 
residential and shopping areas, thereby eliminating 

a potential traffic hazard, 

nuisances associated with industry such as noise, 
odour, etc. would not impinge on the residential areas 
of Robe. 
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6.00 BUILT ENVIRONMENT 

6.02 LANDUSE AND TENURE Continued 

However, it is imperative that the area is well~screened from the roads 
by suitable dense planting. In addition, it will be important to ensure 
that the likelihood of pollution to the drainage channel is eliminated in 
any future development of the area. All structures should be well-designed 
and integrated with the landscape in terms of form and colour, and each 
industrial site shall be well-landscaped with appropriate native plant species. 

B. TENURE 
The pattern of land tenure reflects the number and extent of properties 
owned by a particular owner. Figure 19 and its accompanying schedule 

outlines the pattern of tenure in Robe. 

Apart from the larger landholders within the built-up area of Robe, the 
tenure map indicates that a number of relatively large individual holdings 
occur south of the town. In the north east large tracts of land are 

owned by R. Harry (69), Mcintyre (68) Fuller (53). 

Within the built-up area, particularly in East Robe, some large undeveloped 
areas are in individual ownership. Areas 38, 39, 41 and 42 have potential 

for further development if the demand so arises. 
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KEY TO TENURE MAP - FIG. 19 

1. J.P. & A.L. RYAN 
2. D.J. & D.M. KLINGBERG 
3. A.E. & F. TOLLEY LTD. 
4. M.J. BROCHOFF 
5. L.R. & A.J. RUSSEL/ 

A.E.W. & A.D. LOVEDAY/ 
BRUNE INVESTMENTS PTY. LTD. 

6. G.R. CHICK 
7. L.M.M. & E.B. DOMASCHENZ 
8. L.M.H., E.B., L.G. & C.F. 

DOMASCHENZ 
9. C.B. ~10RGAN 

10. MARKUS PTY. LTD. 
11. M.A. GIBSON 
12. E.P.T. COFFING 
13. . KENRHO NOMINEES 
14. E.B. MARTIN 
15. STAIN, READ & KATSORAS 
16. V.G. HUNT 
17. V.G. & R.M. HUNT 
18. CHURCH OF ENGLAND 
19. DIOCESE OF THE MURRAY INC. 
20. GOLF CLUB 
21. D.J. & C.R. HARRISS 
22. T. MILJANOVIC 
23. P. & R.M. HASLAU 
24. HANN 
25. DOWSETT 
26. R.N. BENNETT 
2 7 . H . E. KNIPE 
28. A.J.W. CHARLTON 
29. WARD 
30. ESTATE OF E.M. BERMINGHAM 
31. V.C. COTTELL 
32. P.M.B. WESTLAND 
33. ESTATE OF W. BERMINGHAM 
34. E.W. GREIVE 
35. REGNIER & GIBBONS 
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36. G. LECORNU 
37. R.A. & V.D. LAWSON 
38. R.V. HILLMAN 
39. E.M. CAWTHORNE 
40. GIBBONS 
41. L.M. & T.D. KING 
42. TIDEN PTY. LTD. 
43. HILLS SITES PTY. LTD. 
44. HYNES 
45. F. RACKHAM 
46. REDFERN 
47. M.J. SMITH 
48. C.W. HUNT 
49. D.S. LOOKER, M. FOTHERINGHAM, 

G.A. PIZZEY 
50. J.P. & R.L. SHINKEL 
51. W.L. & J. JONES 
52. A. & R.M. LANGEDER 
53. FULLER 
54. WHITEHORN 
55. F.A. & J.E. GILES 
56. J.G. DENNING 
57. C. FENNEL 
58. ROWNTREE 

59. D.M. WOODLAND 
60. JOHNCOCK 
61. P.W. & A.F. ROWNTREE 
62. ESTATE OF J.W.D. DENNING 
63. M.D. McLAREN 
64. D. FRUSHER 
65. R. RO\IJNTREE 
66. KARAMOUTSOS 
67. SflEATH 
68. MciNTYRE 
69. R. HARRY 
70. PRICE 



U.E.P.G. 

6.00 BUILT ENVIRONMENT 

6.03 BUILT FORM 
The built form of Robe is characterised by predominantly single storey 
structures, however, there is a marked variation in architectural styles, 
materials used, and in the way buildings relate to their immediate 
environment, to the street and to each other. 

A. COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT 
The major commercial area of Robe is located in Victoria Street, and to a 
lesser extent in Bagot Street, opposite the Robe Institute. 

The streetscapes of this area are characterised by an unco-ordinated array 
of structures, illustrating a laissez-faire approach to building design, 
without due acknowledgement being paid to items of heritage significance, 
or image and scale relationships. 

Many of these characteristics are typical of commercial development 
throughout the town. Consequently, the issues raised with respect to 
the present commercial node are applicable to the town in general. 

Figure 20shows all of the important street elevations in Robe. Particular 
areas of concern which are identified on these drawings include:-

Unsympathetic alterations and 
additions to buildings of heritage 
significance, 

advertising and signage, poorly located 
and designed with little regard to the 
princfples of signage used in the nineteenth 
century, where it is located on historic buildings, 

the presence of relatively modern buildings 
which fail to relate to the historic character 
of the streets, especially in Bagot Street, 
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BUILT ENVIRONMENT 

BUILT FORM Continued 

fencing materials which fail to 
relate to the character of buildings 

or the character of streetscapes, 

U.E.P.G. 

wide variations in street wall set backs, 

especially where new buildings are developed 
adjacent to old structures, 

lack of landscaping in the front 
gardens of buildings which are set 
back from the street alignment, 

lack of tree planting along the street 
alignment of vacant allotments to produce 
a visually integrated streetscape, 

the presence of untidy areas which can 
be viewed from major streets, 

poor pedestrian access to Town Beach from the 
shopping area, 

commercial development which has sprawled 
along Victoria Street in a ribbon-like manner, 

lack of comprehensive street planting, 
especially in Victoria Street, 

Further specific examples of poor streetscape elements are illustrated 
on the street elevations. 
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U.E.P.G. 

6.00 BUILT ENVIRONMENT 

6.03 BUILT FORM Continued 

With the view to securing better overall development within a framework 
of urban conservation, future policies for development should ensure that:-

Alterations and additions to historically 
significant buildings do not detract from, 
or obscure, the appearance and character of 
the original structures, 

new development considers the scale of 
adjacent built form by virtue of massing 
and height relationships and; 

respects the principles of form, 
fenestration, rtythm, colour and materials 
of the historic built form, 

the principles of sign location, design 
and lettering utilised in the nineteenth 
century are used wherever possible, 

new buildings are sited so as to present 
an integrated streetscape, by maintaining 
historic street wall set backs, 

• 
landscaping is incorporated in all development 
proposals so as to promote visual integration 
of adjacent buildings and a coordinated streetscape, 

better visual and functional access i~ provided 
to Town Beach from the shopping area, 

the business area is further consolidated by 
· infilling vacant allotments, 



6.00 

6.03 

B. 

BUILT ENVIRONMENT 

BUILT FORM Continued 

adaptive use of existing structures is 
given preference to the demolition of 
historic structures and the erection of 
new bui\dings, 

the integrity of the historic commercial 
node, being Smillie Street, is maintained 
and enhanced, 

U.E.P.G. 

encouragement is given to any proposal which aims 
to rehabilitate and further enhance the historic 
character of the major commercial area of Robe. 

RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT 
As previously mentioned in Section 6.01, the residential component in 
Robe is confined to six main areas. Older style dwellings are to be 
found mainly in the Old Township, whilst modern dwellings are contained 
in East Robe, Honeyton, West Robe, Long Beach and Frenchman 1 S Bay Estate. 

This section concentrates on aspects of the relatively modern forms of 
dwellings; a detailed analysis of the historical component is given in 
Section 6.04. 

Residential development in Robe is characterised by various styles and 
standards of permanent and holiday house developments. In many cases 
houses fail to relate to their natural surroundings because of their 
prominent built form characteristics. There are many examples in Robe 
where houses dominate their natural setting. Little attention has- been 
paid to marrying buildings into the landscape, by utilising naturally 
occurring ground slopes and careful selection of colours and materials. 
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6.00 BUILT ENVIRONMENT 

6.03 BUILT FORM Continued 

The problem is exacerbated further·as "standard'' holiday houses are 

invariably elevated structures, of light weight construction, and 
designed to exploit views of the sea .and surrounding countryside. 

Of considerable concern, is the fact that modern dwellings located in 
the residential area of the Old Township detract from the character 
imparted by the historical buildings. At present, there are few 
instances where there is an empathetic relationship between old and new 
development; something which is easily achieved if consideration is 
given to the principles of design utilised in the past. 

Investigation of the residential fabric points to the need for a set of 
comprehensive policies and guidelines which will ensure that a better 
overall standard of development, more in keeping with the unique 
environmental and historical character of Robe, is achieved. These 
policies should ensure that:-

Residential built form does not intrude 
into landscapes, or views of significane 
to the town, 

skyline structures are not permitted on ridge tops, 

encouragement is given to screen.plant existing 
ridge top structures, 

u necessary excavation of any important 
natural landform is not permitted, 

contour sensitive development is encouraged 

on sloping ground surfaces, rather than 
building up, 
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6.00 BUILT ENVIRONMENT 

6.03 BUILT FORM Continued 

new construction respects the principles 
of form, fenestration, rhythm, colour and 
materials of the historic built form, 

c 

new buildings are compatible in scale with 
adjacent built form so as to maintain 
streetscape harmony, 

the hard, and often stark, lines of built 
form are softened by suitable landscaping. 

Future residential development should only be permitted when the 
applicant can show that he has given due consideration, at the 
design stage, to the impact that his proposal will have on the 
natural landscape, the historical fabric,or the amenity of the 
locality of the proposed development. To this end the Council 

U.E.P.G. 

should adopt policies, such as those outlined, with the view to 
upgrading the standard of residential development thoughout the town. 

6.04 THE HISTORICAL FABRIC 
The historical fabric is the built form expression of the occupation 
of Robe during the second half of the nineteenth century. 

Section 3.00 described in detail, the historical background and 
sequence of events which led to the decline of Robe as the major port 
in the South East region. The sudden demise of Robe, brought about 
by the decision to construct a rail head at Kingston, left a legacy i_n 
the form of a town which still retains many of its original buildings 
and structures . 
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6.00 BUILT ENVIRONMENT 

6.04 THE HISTORICAL FABRIC Continued 

The aim of this section is to highlight the historic elements of Robe 
and to identify those characteristics of the historical built form 
which contribute significantly to the character of the town. This 
information can then be used as~ basic reference framework to ensure 
that future development contributes to the built form character of the 
town rather than detracting from it. 

At present, three bodies are concerned with the preservation of elements 

of heritage value in ;· the State of South Australia .• These are :-

THE NATIONAL TRUST OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

THE SOUTH AUSTRALIAN HERITAGE COMMITTEE 

THE AUSTRALIAN HERITAGE COMMISSION 

With respect to Robe, both the National Trust and the Heritage Commission 
have twenty three items registered as important to our heritage. The South 
Australian Heritage Committee, which advises the Minister responsible for 
the South Australian Heritage Act 1978, have listed four buildings as 
being important to the State Heritage. 

To date, mos~~of these bodies have tended to list buildings which 
are unusual or which exhibit architectural merit. This has been the case 
in Robe. 

However, in Robe, there are many buildings which are of minimal architectural 
significance, and yet they are dmportant as a group, because they impart a 
sense of time, place and meaning to the town. Consequently, the hist~rical 
fabric, described in this section, consists of these buildings in addition 
to those already listed by the preservation bodies. 

The historical fabric of Robe is illustrated on Figure 21 and includes 
some fifty six items of significance. In addition, another six buildings, 
just outside the town, are identified as being important; making a total of 
sixty two heritage elements altogether. 
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Item No. Cons t r ucti on C.ons.tY"uc.t\on Descrfptfon *Classification Date Item No . Descrietion *C1assification Oate 

1 Obelisk CL 1855 31 Cottage (The School in Rotten N 1853 
2 Gaol CL 1861 Row) 
3 Karat ta House RL cl857 32 Cottage N 
4 Customs House CL 1863 33 Cottage N 
5 Our Lady Star of the Sea Chapel RL 1859 34 Cottage (Patsy Ryan's) N cl850 

"6 Moorakyoe (House) CL 1856 35 Wilson's Saddlery N 1857 
7 Government Residency N 1847 36 Shop and House N 
8 Court House CL 1848 37 Cottage N 
9 Police Stables RL cl858 38 Maisonettes N 

10 Onnerod Cottages CL cl863 39 Cottage N 
11 Royal Cir,us (Roundabout) N - 40 Attic House CL cl865 
12 Robe town Magneti ~ Ielegraph CL 1858 41 Cottage N 

Station 42 Public School F 1885 
13 Robe Hotel N 1846 43 House N 

'-.1 (original Bonnie 
44 Cottage N N Owl Hotel) 

14 Cottage N - 45 House (William Savage House) N 1855 
15 Free Presbyterian Chapel CL 1858 46 Cottage N 

16 St. Peters Church of England RL 1859 47 Cottage (Blind Barlow's) N 
17 Cottage (Granny Banks) N 1846 48 The Lodge (House) RL cl848 
18 House N cl855 49 Cottage N 
19 •. 

50 Cottage House N - N 
20 Bank House N - 51 House N 
21 Old Flats N 1857 52 Cottage (Dunn's) N cl860 
22 Criterion Hate 1 CL 1860 53 Lakeside (House) CL 1880 
23 Robe Institute RL 1868 54 Lakeside Stables CL 1880 
24 Jack Lord's Horseshoe Forge RL 1855 55 Reduc ing Boilers F 1850 IS 

• I 25 Shop CL cl855 56 Cemetry N 
26 Grey Masts CL 1B53 57 Bush Inn N 1853 
27 Caledonian Inn RL 1859 58 Wattle Banks (House) N 
28 Old Bank N - 59 Bellevue (House) N 1B62 
29 Bible Christian Chapel CL 1869 60 Dingley ~11 (House) N 

""''.... 
cl862 

30 Cottage (Burr Cottage) N cl850 61 Sunny Side (House) N cl862 
62 The Henni tage (House) N 1850's 

* CL : National Trust Classified List. 
RL National Trust Recorded List. 
F On National Trust File . 
N : Unlisted, but noted in this Study. 
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6.00 BUILT ENVIRONMENT Continued 

6.04 THE HISTORICAL FABRIC Continued 

Figure 21 should be read in conjunction with the inventory of historical 
elements, which gives a description of the item, its classification and 
construction date, if known. 

The inventory is given further dimension in the catalogue of historic 
elements in Appendix E, which provides detail on built form characteristics 
and comments on the condition and integrity of each item. Appendix E is a 
separate document and is not contained in this report. 

A. FABRIC ANALYSIS 
Figure 21 shows the distribution of historic elements in Robe. The 
drawing clearly indicates that the major concentration of historical 
structures occurs in the Old Township. As mentioned in Section 6.01, 
the Old Township contains buildings associated with nineteenth century 
commerce and administration, as well as residential buildings. Commercial 
and administrative structures were initially located around Lake Butler 
and the Royal Circus, and later in Smillie and Victoria Streets. Nineteenth 
century dwellings are located mainly in the southern part of the town, on 
higher ground, particularly in Sturt, George and Elizabeth Streets. 

The design of most of the dwellings is based on variations of a simple 
architectural theme. Most dwellings are small cottages, although there 
are some residences which are examples of nineteenth century architectural 
grandeur. The most prominent being Karatta House, Moorakyne and Lakeside . 

• 
Most of the original shops in Robe have been altered considerably over 
the years, however, a few original examples remain in Smillie Street and 

Victoria Street. Gener ally, these buildings do not have a unifying theme as 
expressed by residential architecture, but exhibit marked va r iations in 
style, reflecting original function and the individuality of their first 
owners. 
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6.00 BUILT ENVIRONMENT 

6.04 THE HISTORIOAL RABRIC Continued 

B. ALTERATIONS AND ADDITIONS TO HERITAGE ITEMS 

Mention has already been made of the way most modern buildings in Robe 
fail to relate architecturally to the historic built form. This is only 
part of the problem. Alterations and additions to identified historic 
buildings themselves also have detracted considerably from the character 
that the buildings once had. 

c 

All too often, alterations and additions have been poorly designed and 
executed. This is unjustifiable given the fact that most vernacular 
buildings can easily accommodate additions by repeating original forms 
and details, and using materials and finishes compatible with the original 

work. 

Nothing more than a superficial glance at the historical fabric of the 

town clearly illustrates that the integrity of many early buildings is in 
jeopardy, if the present tendency towards "contemporary" design and 
construction is allowed to continue into the future. Of particular 
concern, is the lack of consideration given to sympathetic massing 
relationships between old and new work, the use of uncharacteristic 
roof forms, solid enclosures of verandahs and the use of asbestos cement 
sheet which is incompatible with original materials. 

Much of this poor design can be eliminated in the future if design 
guidelines for alterations and additions are presented to the prospective 
applicant prior to the building design phase. These guidelines would 
be addressed to the building designer and would ensure that he is fully 
aware of the design items which would be considered by Council when 
processing a building application. 

If proper design guidelines are implemented then the character of the 
existing historical built form in Robe will be conserved for future 
generations, and the town will prosper in the knowledge that it has 
made an attempt to conserve the heritage of this state. 
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7.00 COMMUNITY PERCEPTIONS AND ATTITUDES 

An important objective of this study was to incorporate into the 
planning process, the goals and aspirations of the community which 
has an investment in the future of Robe. 

This section presents a description and evaluation of the community 
participation program which was conducted as an integral part of this 
study. During the course of the study, two public meetings were held 
in Robe, which were supplemented by further discussions with community 
groups, service clubs and business leaders. The first meeting was 
conducted during the peak tourist period, consequently, the majority 

of respondents were visitors in Robe. The second meeting was 
primarily addressed to the local inhabitants. 

The primary purpose in having the two meetings orientated to different 
sections of the community was so that a cross section of responses 
could be obtained from all groups interested in the future development 
of Robe. The first meeting derived the visitors' expectations of Robe 
and the second meeting extracted the local community expectations. 

7.01 PERCEPTIONS 
The primary objective of this program was to elucidate current community 
perceptions or images of Robe by asking the respondents at the public 
meetings to draw and annotate a map of the town. This technique is 
based on 11 image theory", which describes how groups of · peop 1 e perceive 
enyironment in their minds . Group images can be catego~ised into:~ 

PATHS 
A corridor which links places along which people 
move. They are always directional and continuous, 

such as roads, wa 1 kways, etc .• 

EDGES 
These are linear elements which outline and define 
areas and paths. They provide a break between other 
elements. Examples include, coast~ ines, or belts of 

trees. 
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7.00 COMMUNITY PERCEPTIONS AND ATTITUDES 

7.01 PERCEPTIONS Continued 

NODES 
Are locations of intense activity which a 
person can enter into or move around, e.g. 
street corners or sports grounds. 

c 

DISTRICTS 
These are areas that have a common, unifying 
and distinctive characteristic, e.g. a 
shopping zone or a homogenous area of native 
vegetation. 

LANDMARKS 

U.E.P .• G. 

Landmarks are prominent buildings, structures or 
reference points used for orientation and location, 
e.g. buildings, towers, lakes, monuments. 

The group image produced by the community is of fundamental importance 
to this conservation study, in that it forms an input into the 
establishment of recommendations and policies for the enhancement of the 
Robe environment. The image also serves as a basis for the derivation 
of townscape characteristics which are important in Robe. The collective 
image derived from the two public meetingsis shown on Figure 22 . 

The collective image was based upon the percentage of total respondents 
who cited each element. Elements cited by less than 20% of respondents, 
were not includeJ on the map. 

Some interesting conclusions were indicated from evaluation of the 

collective image. 

Landmarks with historical significance were 
generally the elements cited most frequently. 
The most dominant landmarks were the Obelisk, 
Lake Butler and Lake -Fellmongery, 
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U.E.P.G. 

7.00 COMMUNITY PERCEPTIONS AND ATTITUDES 

7.01 PERCEPTIONS Continued 

paths were not well-perceived. The most 
dominant paths cited were the Victoria Street/ 
Mundy Terrace spine and some of the streets in 
the Old Township, 

the coastline is appreciated as a major edge 
and Town Beach is the most dominant, 

the two nodes perceived are obviously those points 
where the major activities, sporting, shopping and 
business are concentrated, 

the districts encompass larger areas, the scrub 
and the Town, which are dominant but contrasting 
elements. 

The major conclusion is that Robe is not very well-perceived as a town by 
either group of respondents. Policies developed in the future should aim 

to increase the legibility of the town by reinforcing those important 
elements which were perceived of as having minimal significance; 
preserving those elements which were considered important; and by 
fostering community awareness of Robe•s physical and historical 

significance to the region and the state. 

7~02 ATTITUDES 
Present attitudes towards Robe were determined by using.open-ended questions 
at the public meetings and by discussions with. the following:-

and 

Robe Conservation Study Steering Committee, 
Apex, 
Chamber of Commerce, 
numerous business persons. 

A detailed breakdown of likes and dislikes ii provided in Appendix F. 
This material is summarised in rank order as follows:-
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7.00 COMMUNITY ATTITUDES AND PERCEPTIONS 

7.02 ATTITUDES Continued 

MAJOR LIKES 

Historic buildings and structures, 
Rugged scenery, 
Beaches and sand dunes, 
Service facilities, 
Driving vehicles on the beach, 
Hotels and accogmodation, 
Good place for child rearing, 
Natural setting, 
Small town atmosphere, 
Leisure and sporting facilities. 

f~AJOR DISLIKES 

U.E.P.G. 

Poor services and facilities especially health 
and welfare, 
Modern development which i~ out of character, 
Vehicles on beaches, 
Destruction of native vegetation, 
Lack of facilities to cope with tourist influx, 
Caravan parks, 
Poor roads and footpaths, 
Traffic congestion, 
Lack of litter bins, 
Stobie poles and overhead wires, 
Water tower, 
Lack of drains. 

A total of 141 people attended both meetings and 1,461 corrments were 
made about Robe. Of these, 55% were related to positive aspects of 
the town and 45% were related t negative aspects. 
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8.00 TOWNSCAPE 

The townscape of Robe can be defined as the combination of natural, 
cultural and perceptual elements of the landscape which impart a 
distinctive character to the town. Essentially, the townscape is an 
amalgam of the following:-

The natural elements of landform, 
vegetation and water resources, provide 
the environmental setting within which 
development has, and will occur in the 
future. 

The cultural elements represent man's 
occupation of the town over time. The 
land use pattern is a response to the 
forces of agglomeration, historical 
precedent and best location. Buildings 
and structures of historical significance 
provide a continuity from the past to the 
present; built form is the three dimensional 
expression of site function and public taste 
as it has changed over time; and movement 
systems provide the links between functions. 

Perceptual elements such as views, landmarks, 
edges and nodes of activity giv~ the town a 
sense of identity and meaning. ~hey form the 
initial and lasting impression of a place. 

The synthesis of these elements in the form of the Townscape drawing, 
Figure 29, illustrates graphically, those important elements 1n Robe 
which must be protected and enhanced if the 1ntegrity and character 
of the town is to be conserved. The Townscape drawing is enclosed 

in a pocket inside the back cover of this report~ 
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8.00 TOWNSCAPE 

8.01 THE SETTING OF THE TOWN 

The town setting can be described in terms of the way the town is married 

into, and defined by natural landscape elements. The landscape elements 
which are of considerable significance to Robe are the prominent ridges, 
areas of native vegetation~ the sea and the lakes. 

c 

All of the ridges are either coastal or relict dune systems. See Figure 13. 
Robe is not sited on a flat featureless plain, rather, the settlement pattern 
is characterised by subtle variations in topography which makes the place 

more interesting. 

Outside the boundaries of settlement, a number of prominent ridges provide 

definition, and give a sense of enclosure to the town. Particularly 
important are the ridges which provide a visual backdrop to the lakes. 

Unfortunately, these ridges have suffered from the ravages of modern 
development, the visual amenity that they provide being destroyed by 
unsympathetic consideration to built form integration with landform. 

In addition, there ar-e some important inner edges within the settlement 

proper. These include the ridge which bisects the Old Township, the ridge 

through Honeyton and the ridge through East Robe. These edges are 

important perceptual elements and provide variety and contrast within 

the town. As they are visually important, development on the ridges should 
be carefully ~ited, designed and landscaped,and programs, such as reinforce
ment of their visual prominence with tree planting, should be undertaken 
by the Council. 

Relatively l arge stands of native vegetation also exist around the town. 

See Figure 15 . These plant communities combine with the landforms to 
impart a unique environmental character to Robe, and should be conse~ved 
on ecological, as well as aesthetic and recreational grounds. 

Furthermore, the stands of native vegetation have clearly defined edges. 

It is important that these are preserved because they provide visual evidence 
of containment of other natural and cultural forms. For example, Figure 23 
shows the vegetation edges which are well-perceived by the community. Of 

particular importance is the way the edges define the lakes and channel, 

the dune r idges to the south of the town, and the major entrance to the 
town . 
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U.E.P.G. 

8.00 TOWNSCAPE 

8.01 THE SETTING OF THE TOWN Continued 
Robe is renowned for the amenity offered by its lakes and its beautiful 
coastline. Encouragement should be given in the future to fostering the 
recreati~nal opportunities provided by these water resources, but only 
where particular activities do not contribute to environmental degradation. 

8.02 VIEWS 
The views in Robe contribute to the lasting impression of the town and its 
landscape. Important views are documented on Figure 24. The views are of 
two types; panoramic views that take in the town and its setting or the 
natural landscape, and corridor views, which are orientated towards a 
particular object of interest. In all cases, these views should be protected 
from instrusion of built form or modification of landscape. 

At present, some views which define the town and its setting, such as those 
from around the Golf Club, from Lakeside Avenue and Christine Drive, have 
suffered because of the poor siting and integration of structures and 
outbuildings in the townscape. Particularly bad examples are the Council 
Depot on O'Halloran Street, and the water tower. 

Visual intrusions into the landscape are also common. Of concern, is the 
large modern house on the backdrop to Lake Fellmongery, the large shed on 
the ridge behind the Golf Links, and skyline structures in general. 

Seascape views can be obtained from a number of vantage points in the town, 
including the Esplanade, Adam Lindsay Gordon Drive, Squire Drive, the end 
of Gruschen Street and the Obelisk. · These locations s~ould be retained as • 
major viewing platforms. 

Important views withi~ the town are the views across Lake Butler towards 
Karatta House, from the Burr Street viewing platform. Thjs is potentially 
the best view from within the town. The view from the Royal Circus over 
Lake Butler is marred by the unsightly skyline development on the ridge 
opposite. Other important internal views which should be preserved are 
those of Mundy Terrace, towards the Royal Circus, the view down Smillie Street, 
and the eastern view down George Street. 
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U.E.P.G. 

8.00 TOWNSCAPE 

8.02 VIEWS Continued 

The primary'objective in retain·ing· views is to provide a set of 
stimula~ing visual experiences for the observer. Not only the retention 
of all panoramic and corridor views is essential for this purpose, but the 
glimpses obtained under vegetation canopies, between buildings and down 
streets are also required to raise the consciousness of the observer. 

8.03 LANDMARKS 
Landmarks are elements used as reference points in the landscape. They 
are usually simply defined physical objects such as buildings, prominent 
hills or water bodies. Their importance lies in the fact that they can be 
used for orientation and can give clues as to the identity and structure of 
towns and cities. 

As with views, landmarks also leave a lasting impression of a place. On 
Figure 25, important landmarks in Robe have been identified. For the main 
part, the landmarks were derived via the community participation program 
and consequently, are those elements of the town which the community believes 
are important in giving Robe its identity. 

Nearly all of the landmarks cited are historical elements, although some 
environmental elements such as water bodies and significant tree groupings 
are also included. It is important that the integrity of these landmarks 
is conserved in the future and that views to each landmark are preserved . 
This can be achieved if the key physical aspects of each landmark and 
their spatial prominence is retained. • 

8.04 MOVEMENT SYSTEMS 

A. VEHICLE MOVEMENT 
The pattern of vehicle movement in Robe is ~hown on Figu~e 26. The 
drawing clearly shows that most vehicle movement occurs on a few streets, 
despite the grid nature of most of the town. 
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U.E.P.G. 

8.00 TOWNSCAPE 

8.04 VEHICLE MOVEMENT Continued 

The major vehicle movement spine within the town is Victoria Street 
and Mundy Terrace. As previously mentioned, this is historically 
precedented, and was the route taken by bullock wagons, carrying 
wool from sheep stations in Robe's hinterland to the old jetty. Other 

roads which are frequently used are; the scenic route around Cape 
Dombey; Davenport Street and Bagot Streets, which provide easy access 
to the commercial and shopping areas from the residential area; 
O'Halloran and Morphett Streets, which access sporting facilities; and 
Smillie Street, which is used as a short cut to West Robe; Robe Street, 
which accesses East Robe and the rubbish dump. Other important roads 
are the Nora Criena Road, which is often used by visitors,and the 
circuitous route into the Long Beach sub-division. 

All of the roads cited are sealed, except for part of the scenic drive, 
so they should not present any traffic hazard problems in the future. 
There is little evidence to suggest that any further sealing of roads is 
required in the main part of the town. In any case, further sealing of 
the streets in the Old Township is undesirable, as the present gravel 
surfaced streets are more empathetic with the character of the area than 

bitumenised surfaces. 

Nevertheless, if further road sealing is required in the Old Township, 
the typical practice of the late nineteenth century should be adopted. 
That is, sealing the carriageway with light coloured aggregate and leaving 
the shoulders and footpaths gravel. 

There are few problems with traffic 
the peak summer tourist period does 
the retail area of Vic t oria Street. 

• 

management in the town , although 
present some parking problems in 
It is doubtful whether this problem 

has reached a stage where off-street parking_ facilities are required, 
although parking time restrictions on key areas could be adopted during 
the peak period. 

Potential traffic conflicts do exist at the inter sect ion of Smillie Street 
and r~undy Terrace. These could be minimised if a Stop or Give-Way sign is 
erected at the intersection for east-bound Smillie Street traffic. 
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8.00 TOWNSCAPE 

8.04 MOVEMENT SYSTEMS Continued 

Of concern is the propensity for unofficial in-roads to be made into 
important environmental areas. This applies particularly to tracks in 

the Cape ~ombey area, the channel and the Beacon Hill area. Vehicle access 
to these areas should be controlled and restricted if environmental 
deterioration is not to occur in the future. In addition, vehicle access 
to Long Beach is a c~use for concern, for two reasons. First, evidence 
shows that the users of the vehicles have contributed to the destablization 

of the Guichen Bay dunes system. Second, the vehicles are a potential 
hazard to beach users. Although a speed restriction is in force, it is 

seldom adhered to, consequently, a serious accident could occur in the 

future. 

Measures should be adopted to further restrict vehicle access to Long 

Beach whilst still allowing for full utilisation of the beach for 
recreation purposes . This could be achieved if nodal carparking areas 
were established in key locations. These could be accessed from the 
Kingston Road. For example , an obvious location fo r a formal car park 

would be at the end of the Riviera Robe Road. 

Also of concern, is the lac k of adequate street sign-posting in the Old 

Township. If the town is to realise its potential as a historical 

resource for the community at large, then well-designed street signs 
should be erected on all streets. 

It is imperative that the vegetation lining the Main Road, before Lake -Fellmongery is reached, is conserved. The sense of en~losure that this 
"entrance tunnel" gives is extremely satisfyi ng to the road user. The 

experience is heightened further when Lake Fellmongery is reached and an 

exploding view is obtai ned across the Lake. 

The notion of exploding and enclosing sequential spaces is 'one that should 

be used in any future streetscaping undertaken by Council. Continuing 
along the Main Road past Lake Chara, the perceived "gateway" to 
the Old Township is reached. This is the intersection of Harold Street, 
Ryan Terrace and Victoria Street; the place where contiguous urban 
development is first perceived. The area should be given added emphasis 
by not allowing any ur ban development to be viewed from the main road approach 

prior to reaching the gateway . 
85 



e 

te 

est 

end, 

ails 

:he town. 

! same 

:he 

IOUl d 

ing 

an 

ese 

\ . -'• 

.. """' 

Ill 

Ill 

OBE 
nse1-vation Study 

130 

I• • ••• \ Major Flow 

~~ 
f- · 
L 

r-
I 

• 

Pedestrian Movement 
I 

- '~ 

100 100 200m 

URBAN & ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING GfOP 

47 Hackney Road. Hackney, 

B.A. !5069. ~"" UEPG 



OBE 
nset-vation Studv 

I 

117 i _,...._.. u . 
,...,.- ~ == 

: . .- _ ~~ 

.. I 

.- · .. 
I 

·I 

I 

0 

118 

I ·• G~- p: ___ ~'--~-
•n . ~ i 

j t· 
' I 

I I 
lj. 
l::}. 
1 r · 
: I ·~ . 

• i ' 

111 

Ill 

' 

119 

1)0 

-*• I 
BUILDINGS AND STRUCT~RES ON NATIONAL TRUST CLASSIFIED LIST (CL) 

~ BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES ON NATIONAL TRUST RECORDED LIST (RL) 

BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES ON NATIONAL TRUST FILE 

• BUILDINGS AND STRUCT~RES UNLISTED BUT NOTED IN THIS STUDY 

-.. SHORT WALK . 

-- LONG WALK ' 

~ - .~:I) ~ : ) • I 
- l I -: ~ ~ ~~ . , -~51 . L-j. 

. . ; • - J: - ,rj. II 
·- ~ . • • l 

- 1 r . - - ·' I · 't·-· . 1 - •• '.- .- ·-.iTl ·--. ~ -_--j L _ _ ~---~ ~~ .J 
. - - 1 - l i I • . : • l_l " I 

.·-----r--~- . STMIT I I I 

I 
1 · : .. ; · ·.- · ~ill+.; ·uL t .jj: ... : . r---- -- · c- - -- , ,, " ~~~- . _ 

I r • • ~ ~ • -+ . ·~ , .' .l l . . . . . . ' ~. I • . ' . -~· • 
_j ______ __ : i I . :JT • . ' l 

~..l.__,._,.....- - - - j\! ~,: :-··,·. -~:.;1· ! y'·,·;· .. ~--rlt::Jii··O~~~ '@ 
" 115 I I ·-. '\ 

Proposed Historic 28 '8& ~ ·oo· ~~-- ; 

.. __ _ 

\Valki11g T1tail URBAN a ENVIRONMENTAL PLANNING GROtP 

47 Hackney Ro.:l, Hac::J<ner. 
ea ~ _._.___., __ ~ Ill=~ 



U.E.P.G. 

8.00 TOWNSCAPE 

8.0 URBAN LANDSCAPE Continued 

should be preserved and reinforced because they not only contribute to the 
character of the town itself, but in some cases the buildings themselves 
derive part of their character from the vegetation around them. An example 
of this is Moorakyne (6), with its stately pines. Other important areas 
of vegetation are:-

The Norfolk Island Pines on the esplanade, 

west of the Free Presbyterian Chapel (15), 

around Karatta House (3), and Lake Butler, 

at the intersection of Morphett and Smillie 
Streets, 

the pines on the northern side of the 
school grounds, 

the pines around the football oval, 

the pine at the intersection of Mundy 
Terrace and Smillie Street, 

-the vegetation around Lakeside (i3), and Lake Fellmongery . 

Of concern is the general lack of street landscaping and the presence of 
uncharacteristic street plantings, for example, the Oleander bushes in 
Victoria Street. Oleander bushes make poor street trees, are ~ighly 
toxic and contain cardiac glycocides, which can lead to cardiac arrest 
if any part of the plant is ingested. 
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8.00 TOWNSCAPE 

8.05 URBAN LANDSCAPE Continued 
Council should undertake a comprehensive street planting scheme, especially 
in the Old Township. This should only be carried out after a detailed 

micro-climatological assessment is made, as the Robe climate can have a 
devastating effect on some species of plants, despite the fact that they 

are recommended for coastal use. 

c 

A planting guide has been included in Appendix D, this is indicative 
only and would be subject to amendment when detailed field investigations 

have been carried out. 

Council should also .encourage all landowners to plant small stands of 
indigenous trees where possible . This would have the effect of improving 
the urban landscape in general, whilst providing suitable habitats for 

native birds. 
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